
KNOWTHEBEARFACTSKNOWTHEBEARFACTS

BLACKBEARSINNEWJERSEYBLACKBEARSINNEWJERSEY



BLACKBEARDISTRIBUTION

BlackbearsareBlackbearsarefoundprimarilyinfoundprimarilyinSussex WarrenSussex WarrenMorrisandPassaicMorrisandPassaicCountiesCounties

BLACKBEARSHAVEBEENSIGHTEDINALL21COUNTIES



HistoryinNewJerseyHistoryinNewJersey
NativetoNewJerseyNativetoNewJersey
EvolutionandEvolutionandHistoricRangeHistoricRange
LiveinForestedLiveinForestedRegionsoftheStateRegionsoftheState
LenniLenapeLenniLenapeNativeAmericansNativeAmericans



EuropeansettlersclearedforestsEuropeansettlersclearedforestsforfarming lumberandtownsforfarming lumberandtowns

HabitatlossandindiscriminatekillingHabitatlossandindiscriminatekillingcausedthepopulationtodeclinecausedthepopulationtodecline



1953ClassifiedasaGameAnimal1953ClassifiedasaGameAnimal
19581970RegulatedHuntingSeasons19581970RegulatedHuntingSeasons
1971 CouncilClosedSeasonwith 100BearsinNJ1971 CouncilClosedSeasonwith 100BearsinNJ
1980ResearchBeganbyDivisionBiologists1980ResearchBeganbyDivisionBiologists
19801990PopulationwasManageable19801990PopulationwasManageable
19992068 PhoneCallsReceivedbyFish Wildlife19992068 PhoneCallsReceivedbyFish Wildlife
2000HuntStopped1WeekBeforeOpeningDay2000HuntStopped1WeekBeforeOpeningDay
Spring2001BlackBearManagementTeamFormedSpring2001BlackBearManagementTeamFormedEducationEffortsIntensifiedEducationEffortsIntensified



BlackBearBiologyBlackBearBiology

AmericanBlackBearAmericanBlackBearUrsusamericanusUrsusamericanusNewJerseyslargestlandmammalNewJerseyslargestlandmammal



BearsliveinBearsliveinhardwoodforestshardwoodforestsdenseswampsanddenseswampsandforestedwetlandsforestedwetlands



BlackBearHabitat

BLACKBEARDISTRIBUTION



Blackbearsnaturallyeatnuts berriesBlackbearsnaturallyeatnuts berriesfruit insects smallmammalsandcarrionfruit insects smallmammalsandcarrion



BerriesSkunkCabbageBerriesSkunkCabbage

InsectsDeerFawnInsectsDeerFawn



ADULTMALESADULTMALES

Boarsaverageweightis396poundsBoarsaverageweightis396poundsRangeis150 700 lbsRangeis150 700 lbs



ADULTFEMALESADULTFEMALES

Sowsaverageweightis175poundsSowsaverageweightis175poundsRangeis150 400Rangeis150 400



AverageadultfemaleAverageadultfemalehomerangeislessthan2squaremileshomerangeislessthan2squaremiles



BLACKBEARSBLACKBEARS
ExcellentsensesofExcellentsensesofsmellandhearingsmellandhearing
ExcellentclimbersExcellentclimbers
StrongswimmersStrongswimmers

CanrunuptoCanrunupto35milesperhour35milesperhour
Canlivefor25yearsCanlivefor25years



NotallblackbearsareblackNotallblackbearsareblack15 ofNJbearshaveawhitechestblaze15 ofNJbearshaveawhitechestblaze





BlackBearSignsBlackBearSigns



BreedingBreedingseasonbeginsseasonbeginsinlateMayinlateMayandcontinuesandcontinuesthroughlatethroughlateAugustAugust



BearsenterdenslateOctobertoDecemberBearsenterdenslateOctobertoDecember

RockCavitiesGroundNestsRockCavitiesGroundNests

ExcavationsHollowTreesExcavationsHollowTrees



UnderBuildingsUnderBuildings

BlackbearsarenottruehibernatorsBlackbearsarenottruehibernators



CubsareCubsareborninborninJanuaryJanuaryandweighandweigh816816ouncesounces



ByMarchByMarchacubsacubsaverageaverageweightisweightis5pounds5pounds



TheaverageTheaverage22334411 55 littersizeislittersizeis30Cubs30Cubs

NewJerseysNewJerseysbearshavebearshave1to5cubsperlitter1to5cubsperlittereveryotheryeareveryotheryear



InearlyApril cubsbeginInearlyApril cubsbeginexploringtheirenvironmentexploringtheirenvironment





70 ofcubssurvivetheirfirstyear70 ofcubssurvivetheirfirstyearCubsremainwiththeirmotherfor15yearsCubsremainwiththeirmotherfor15years



NJBlackBearResearchNJBlackBearResearch
DivisionstaffhavebeenstudyingblackbearsinDivisionstaffhavebeenstudyingblackbearsinNewJerseysince1980NewJerseysince1980
EarnestThomasSetonAwardEarnestThomasSetonAwardAFWAExcellenceAwardAFWAExcellenceAward
ResearchTrapping TaggingResearchTrapping Tagging
Reproduction Recruitment DenWorkReproduction Recruitment DenWork
RadioTelemetry HomeRanges HabitatUseRadioTelemetry HomeRanges HabitatUse
CooperativeResearchInstitutionsCooperativeResearchInstitutionsEastStroudsburg Rutgers MontclairStateUniversityEastStroudsburg Rutgers MontclairStateUniversity



ResearchResearchStudyStudyAreasAreas1201sq miles1201sq miles



ResearchTrappingResearchTrapping

PopulationMonitoringPopulationMonitoringFallandSpringFallandSpring



SnaresSnaresandandCulvertTrapsCulvertTrapsarebaitedwitharebaitedwithbaconandbaconandsweetscentssweetscents



BearsaretaggedBearsaretaggedonbothearsonbothearsandandinsideupperlipinsideupperlip



AtoothispulledAtoothispulledtodeterminethetodeterminetheageofabearageofabear

BloodandtissueBloodandtissuesamplesaresamplesarecollectedcollected



BearsarealsoBearsarealsoweighedandweighedandmeasuredmeasured



RadioTelemetryRadioTelemetry
Sowsareradiocollaredtogatherinformationonreproductionhomerangeandhabitatuse



DenWorkReproduction Recruitment



Cubsaretaggedweighedandmeasured

Radiocollarsonsowsmightbechanged



Asof2009Asof2009
BlackbearBlackbearpopulationpopulationinAreasinAreas1 2 3was1 2 3wasestimatedestimated
3438bears3438bears



ExpandingExpandingRangeRange SightingsReportedin1995
SightingsReported19962000
Sightingsreported20012008



HabituationHabituation

Manyresidentsfeeltheneedtofeedwildlife





WhichLeadsToWhichLeadsTo



WhichLeadsTo

Habituation





FeedingbearsintentionallyorunintentionallycreatesproblemsandisillegalinNewJersey



ProtectionandControlMeasuresProtectionandControlMeasures
CATEGORYSYSTEMCATEGORYSYSTEM

CategoryIII BearsexhibitnormalbehaviorandareCategoryIII Bearsexhibitnormalbehaviorandarenotanuisanceorthreattopublicsafetynotanuisanceorthreattopublicsafety
CategoryII NuisancebearswhicharenotathreatCategoryII Nuisancebearswhicharenotathreattopublicsafetyorpropertytopublicsafetyorproperty

CategoryI BearswhichareathreattopublicCategoryI Bearswhichareathreattopublicsafetyandpropertysafetyandproperty



CategoryIIIBlackBearsCategoryIIIBlackBears

MayincludeurbanordispersingblackbearsMayincludeurbanordispersingblackbears



BIRDFEEDERSBIRDFEEDERS



CategoryIIBlackBearsCategoryIIBlackBears

GARBAGEGARBAGE1ProbleminGardenState1ProbleminGardenState



AvoidAvoidattractingbearsattractingbearswithwithgarbagegarbage





PROPERTYPROPERTYDAMAGEDAMAGELESSTHANLESSTHAN500500



AversiveConditioningAversiveConditioningCategoryIIResponseCategoryIIResponse

ControlmeasuresincludeControlmeasuresincluderubberbuckshot pyrotechnicchargesrubberbuckshot pyrotechnicchargesandblackmouthyellowcursandblackmouthyellowcurs



Cyngen ShawneeLucy Copper



CategoryIBlackBearsCategoryIBlackBears

HOMEENTRYHOMEENTRY



VEHICLEENTRYVEHICLEENTRY

TENTENTRYTENTENTRY



CROPDAMAGECROPDAMAGE LIVESTOCKATTACKLIVESTOCKATTACK

RABBITATTACKRABBITATTACK DOGATTACKDOGATTACK



BEEHIVEDAMAGEBEEHIVEDAMAGE



SIGNIGICANTSIGNIGICANTPROPERTYPROPERTYDAMAGEDAMAGEOVER 500OVER 500



HUMANATTACKHUMANATTACK

BlackBearsareTypicallyNotAggressiveBlackBearsareTypicallyNotAggressive



BlackBearEducationProgramBlackBearEducationProgram
NationalRecognitionforEducationalEffortsNationalRecognitionforEducationalEfforts

EmmyAwardWinningDocumentaryEmmyAwardWinningDocumentary

TellyAwardWinningDocumentaryTellyAwardWinningDocumentary



ImmunocontraceptionImmunocontraception
ThereisnoFDAapprovedThereisnoFDAapprovedcontraceptivedrugorcontraceptivedrugorsterilizationdrugavailablesterilizationdrugavailableforblackbearsforblackbears

NJFish GameCouncilNJFish GameCouncilremainscommittedtoremainscommittedtoadvancingthescienceofadvancingthescienceofnonlethalpopulationcontrolnonlethalpopulationcontrolmeasuresforthemeasuresfortheblackbearpopulationblackbearpopulation



BearDamage NuisanceBearDamage Nuisance

20001800160014001200 Cat I II1000 Complaints8006004002000199920002001200220032004200520062007200820092010

BlackBearComplaintsReportedtoDFW



RESPONSIBILITIESOFRESIDENTSRESPONSIBILITIESOFRESIDENTS



SECUREGARBAGESECUREGARBAGEStoregarbageincertifiedbearresistantStoregarbageincertifiedbearresistantcontainersordumpsterscontainersordumpsters



CertifiedBearResistantContainersCertifiedBearResistantContainersPassaformaltestingprocedurebyPassaformaltestingprocedureby
TheLivingwithWildlifeFoundationTheLivingwithWildlifeFoundationMontanaFish Wildlife Parks USForestService andtheMontanaFish Wildlife Parks USForestService andtheInteragencyGrizzlyBearCommitteeInteragencyGrizzlyBearCommittee

CaptivegrizzliesinMontanaCaptivegrizzliesinMontanausedtotestcommercialandusedtotestcommercialandresidentialfoodandrefuseresidentialfoodandrefusestoragecontainersstoragecontainers
wwwlwwforgwwwlwwforg



ListofBearResistantContainerSuppliersListofBearResistantContainerSupplierswwwnjfishandwildlifecomwwwnjfishandwildlifecom



Washcontainersweeklywithdisinfectantsolution
Placeragssoakedinbleachontrashbagsinsidecontainer

Placealltrashinsideofcontainer



Storeairtightcontainerswithinasecurebuildingorsuitableenclosure
Certifiedcontainerscanbeleftoutdoors

Putgarbageandrecyclingoutoncollectionday notthenightbefore



ConsiderlocalorcommunitydumpstersConsiderlocalorcommunitydumpsters



BIRDFEEDERSBIRDFEEDERS

AvoidfeedingbirdsAvoidfeedingbirds



FeedbirdsonlyfromFeedbirdsonlyfromDecember1toApril1December1toApril1
Hangfeedersatleast10Hangfeedersatleast10feetoffgroundandawayfeetoffgroundandawayfromlimbs trunkfromlimbs trunknotoffthehousenotoffthehouse

UsespillpansandUsespillpansandcleanspilledseedscleanspilledseedsandshellsdailyandshellsdaily
BringfeedersBringfeedersindoorsatnightindoorsatnight



PETSPETS

ImmediatelycleanupafterpetsImmediatelycleanupafterpetsPickupfoodscrapsandbringbowlsindoorsPickupfoodscrapsandbringbowlsindoors



OUTDOORGRILLSOUTDOORGRILLS
CleanoutdoorgrillsandutensilsthoroughlyGreaseandfoodresidueattractsbears

ProperlydisposeofgrillgreaseNeverdumpgreaseintheyard
Storegrillsinasecureshedorgarageaftereachuse



COMPOSTPILESGARDENSCOMPOSTPILESGARDENS
CompostvegetablematteronlyCompostvegetablematteronlyMeat dairyandsweetfoodsattractbearsMeat dairyandsweetfoodsattractbears

Addinglimecanreduceodorsandhelpdecomposition
Harvestgardensimmediatelyasvegetablesmature
Keepvegetablegardensfreeofvegetablewastes



FRUITNUTTREESFRUITNUTTREES

PickupfruitandnutsthatfalldailyandPickupfruitandnutsthatfalldailyanddiscardinbearresistantcontainersdiscardinbearresistantcontainers



BEEHIVESCROPSORCHARDSBEEHIVESCROPSORCHARDS
Plantcropsasfarawayaspossiblefromtreelines wetlands orothercoverforbears
Locatebeehiveslivestockpenscompostpiles gardensandfruitorchards50 yardsfromcoverforbears



ConsiderinstallingConsiderinstallingelectricfencingelectricfencingaroundaround
BeehivesBeehives
LivestockLivestock

PetenclosuresPetenclosures
CompostpilesCompostpiles

VegetablegardensVegetablegardens
FruittreesFruittrees
OrchardsOrchards



ProperlyinstalledandmaintainedelectricProperlyinstalledandmaintainedelectricfencingisthemosteffectivewaytodeterbearsfencingisthemosteffectivewaytodeterbears



VEHICLESVEHICLES

Securefoodinvehicles AvoidbearcollisionsSecurefoodinvehicles Avoidbearcollisions



AdditionalTipsAdditionalTips
TryMotionSensorLightingorScareDevises
HaveaBearPlanforChildrenwithWhistlesAirHorns EscapeRoutes
StartaNeighborhoodWatch
Implementalocalgarbagemanagementordinance



GARBAGEMANAGEMENTORDINANCEGARBAGEMANAGEMENT ORDINANCE
UnlessALLtrashinaresidentialenvironmentisUnlessALLtrashinaresidentialenvironmentissecuredfrombearaccess bearswillbecomesecuredfrombearaccess bearswillbecometrashhabituatedtrashhabituated
GarbageManagementOrdinancesaddressandregulateGarbageManagementOrdinancesaddressandregulatewastedisposalprotocolsthroughpartnershipswastedisposalprotocolsthroughpartnerships

EagleCounty ColoradoEagleCounty ColoradoDurango ColoradoDurango ColoradoJuneau AlaskaJuneau AlaskaStateofAlaskaStateofAlaskaProvinceofBritishColumbiasWildlifeActProvinceofBritishColumbiasWildlifeAct



Localordinancesmandatetheuse enforcementofLocalordinancesmandatetheuse enforcementofcertifiedbearresistantcertifiedbearresistantcontainersenclosuresthroughoutacommunitycontainersenclosuresthroughoutacommunity

Juneau Ordinance
1200
1000Number ofPD Calls800

600
400
200
0200220032004200520062007Year



ReportblackbearReportblackbeardamageornuisancebehaviordamageornuisancebehaviortoyourlocalpolicedepartmenttoyourlocalpolicedepartmentandtheandtheNJDivisionofFish WildlifeNJDivisionofFish Wildlife
877 9276337877 9276337877 WARNDEP877 WARNDEP



IFYOUENCOUNTERABEARIFYOUENCOUNTERABEARRemaincalmRemaincalmLeaveanescaperouteLeaveanescaperouteforthebearforthebear
TalkandclapyourhandsTalkandclapyourhandstomakeitawareofyoutomakeitawareofyou
ScareitawaybymakingScareitawaybymakingloudnoisesloudnoises

AvoideyecontactAvoideyecontactBackawayslowlyBackawayslowly
IfthebeardoesnotleaveIfthebeardoesnotleavemovetoasecureareamovetoasecurearea
DonotrunorplaydeadDonotrunorplaydead



TheFutureofTheFutureofBlackBearsBlackBearsininNewJerseyNewJersey



THANKYOUTHANKYOU
FormoreFormoreinformationoninformationonblackbearsinblackbearsinNewJerseyvisitNewJerseyvisit

wwwNJFishandWildlife comwwwNJFishandWildlife com

MichelleRuggiero@depstatenjusMichelleRuggiero@depstatenjus90863741259086374125


