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Recreation and Parks Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Borough Hall 

 

The Sunshine Law Statement was read by and the Committee recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance. A Moment of Silent Reflection was observed, and roll was taken.  

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:   Ed LaScala, Christine Christopoul Pete Sacco, Frank Pedone 

 Kathy Stack, John Circiu, Bob Thoma, Frank Catania 

Absent Michael LaPorte, Brian Winters, Sarah Kelly 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Minutes for September will be available for the November meeting.  

 

RECREATION & PARKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT – John Ciurciu 

 

 Football    Season is about halfway finished. All teams playing well. No issues to 

report, one injury of note, on the Junior team. He will recover fully in 3-5 weeks. 

One concussion occurred, the player was tested, and reached baseline so has been 

cleared to play again. Having the trainer on the field has been a success.   

.  

Soccer Report   Alan Rowland  Biggest concern is the amount of kids who did not 

sign up before the deadline, and therefore can not play. If they had signed up in time, we 

would have had the correct number of teams and accommodated more kids. Fields are not 

handling the great amount of rain very well. Alan has removed water many afternoons by 

himself. With budget the way it is, we can’t ask DPW to add overtime.  

A suggestion was made that the Committee recommend to the Council that next year 

Town Fair be moved to McBride Field. That would prevent damage to Muni field. Town 

Fair was held at McBride in the past, but was moved to Muni to accommodate fireworks. 

Since we haven’t had fireworks for a few years, it would make sense to move it back to 

McBride. Another possibility would be to hold the fair on the street in front of Town 

Hall, and in the adjacent parking lots. 

 

Field Use Fees  Councilman Pedone will be introducing an ordinance to the 

Council to raise fees for outside organizations to rent our fields. Also in the ordinance 

will be a provision that the increased funds be kept in a separate fund, only to be used for 

field maintenance and upgrades. The proposed fees would be 250 dollars for the first 4 

hours and 50 dollars for each subsequent hour with a maximum of 500.00 per day.  

Motion to support Councilman Pedone’s ordinance was made by Pete Sacco, seconded 

by Frank Catania. Motion was unanimously approved.  
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Another motion was made by Pete Sacco to add 10.00 to each recreation 

registration for field sports (Baseball, Softball, Football, Soccer, Lacrosse) with funds to 

be put in the same fund. Seconded by Christine Christopoul. Motion was unanimously 

approved.  

 

  Basketball  Travel Basketball begins this week. Outside evaluation will take 

place to help choose the teams. Coaches have not been chosen or approved, but 

will be prior to November meeting. Councilman Pedone asked why, at the 6

th

 

grade level, where we have 23 players willing to play, don’t we field 2 teams? In 

the interest of fielding a competitive team, the best players will be chosen for one 

team. Players who do not make the travel team can still play Recreation 

Basketball. 9

th 

through 12

th

  grade basketball team is active and has had 3 games. 

The team has 14 players.  12 are Franklin Lakes residents. There were no cuts 

made, but 2 players from out of town were added to the roster.  

 

  Registration   We closed online registration. Late fees kick in after today. The 

transition to online registration went well. Very few complaints or user problems 

were reported. A suggested upgrade, which John will report, would to be to 

upgrade the check out process to include line items (teams joined) purchased at 

the check out screen.  

 

NEW  BUSINESS      

 

 Oktoberfest  October 15

th

  was Octoberfest. Chairman Sacco congratulated 

Christine Christopoul and the entire Foundation on a job well done. Christine will 

report on funds raised after the next Foundation meeting.  

 

 Resident Athlete Policy  Mayor Bivona has asked the Committee to discuss a 

“resident athlete policy” to give preference to Franklin Lakes residents. There 

have been two ongoing agreements that allow non-residents to play on town 

teams. In the case of divorce, children with one parent living in Franklin Lakes 

can play here, even if they do not live with that parent. Students who attend 

school at MBS, but do not live in Franklin Lakes can play Recreation sports here, 

provided the town where they live does not offer comparable programs. A general 

discussion took place. The reason there is no written policy is that the Recreation 

Director and the Committee desired the flexibility to make decisions on a case by 

case basis. The possibility of a higher fee for out of town players was discussed as 

well. No formal recommendation was made. 

 

A motion to go into closed session to discuss personnel and adjourn public portion 

of the meeting was made by Cathy Stack, seconded by Frank Catania. Unanimously 

approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT     

Next meeting Monday November 21

st

, 2011 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 


