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MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

DECEMBER 4, 2012 

7:30 P.M. 

 

A regular meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on December 4, 2012 in the 

Municipal Building. 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The following Council Members and Professional responded to the roll call: 

 

Mayor Bivona, Council President Kahwaty, Councilperson Kelly, Councilperson 

Lambrix, Councilperson Lota, Councilperson Pedone (7:40 P.M.) and Councilperson 

Ramsey.  Also present were Borough Administrator Greg Hart, Borough Attorney Smith 

and Borough Clerk Sally Bleeker.   

 

SUNSHINE LAW STATEMENT 

 

Borough Clerk Bleeker read the Sunshine Law Statement.   

 

FLAG SALUTE 

 

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION 

 

OPEN TIME FOR PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

Motion to open the time for public comment was made by Council President Kahwaty, 

seconded by Councilperson Lambrix.  Discussion – none.   

 

No one from the public came forward and a motion to close the time for public comment 

was made by Councilperson Lambrix.  Seconded by Councilperson Ramsey.  Discussion 

– none.   

 

APPOINTMENT 

 

 Maureen Kurzynski – Tax Collector unexpired term to expire 12/31/15 

 

Mr. Hart explained that he, the Personnel Committee and the Chief Financial Officer are 

recommending the appointment of Maureen Kurzynski as Tax Collector.  This is a five 

hour per week, part time position.  Ms. Kurzynski is currently the Tax Collector in North 

Haledon.  Mr. Hart said that the Borough had advertised the position in an assortment of 

publications and Mayor Bivona added that they had explored the possibility of sharing 

services with neighboring communities.   

 

Motion was made by Council President Kahwaty, seconded by Councilperson Kelly to 

make the following appointment – Maureen Kurzynski – Tax Collector.   

 

Roll Call Vote 

 

Ayes:  Kahwaty, Kelly, Lambrix, Lota, Pedone and Ramsey  

Nays:  

Abstain: 

Absent:  

Motion Approved 
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BOROUGH ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 

 Status Report 

 

Eileen Boland of Boswell Engineering was introduced.  Mayor Bivona asked about the 

road program and Ms. Boland said that there was about 200 ft. of curbing to be installed 

which she expects to be complete by the end of the week.  Mr. Hart reported that he had 

heard from a resident on Ryerson Road who was happy with the work that was done.   

 

Mayor Bivona questioned the Lower Dam Outfall Replacement.  Ms. Boland explained 

that these are the pipes that will be placed underneath the entrance.  Capital Alternatives 

believes that it has been recommended that the Borough receive a discretionary grant for 

this work although there has been no confirmation as yet.  Mr. Hart said that the 

emergency work done on Lower Dam Roadway is being paid for in part by the County 

Open Space Grant for the Nature Preserve.   

 

Councilperson Ramsey has learned that cement was poured at the United Water site on 

Wyandotte Road.  She asked who would be inspecting the site and Ms. Boland confirmed 

that the Construction Official will be handling that inspection 

 

RESOLUTION 245-12b 

CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTION 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following resolutions, placed on this agenda by consent, 

require no discussion and the same having been previously reviewed by each Governing 

Body member, be and are hereby adopted in their entirety by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Franklin Lakes.  Full text of all consent agenda resolution can be found 

after the Adjournment. 

  

Resolution 246-12 Accept Report of the Finance Committee 

Resolution 247-12 Award Contract 2 Roll Off Containers 

Resolution 248-12 Chapter 159 – Body Armor Replacement Grant 

Resolution 249-12 Budget Transfers 

 

Resolution introduced by Councilperson Lota, seconded by Councilperson Ramsey.  

Discussion –None. 

 

Roll Call Vote 

 

Ayes: Kahwaty, Kelly, Lambrix, Lota, Pedone and Ramsey  

Nays:  

Abstain: 

Absent:  

Motion Approved 

 

RESOLUTION 

 Authorize Acceptance of Proposal for Planning Services-Franklin 

Avenue Planning Study 

 

RESOLUTION 250-12   Authorize Acceptance of Proposal for Planning Services – 

Franklin Avenue Planning Study 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Franklin Lakes 

accept the proposal from Borough Planner, Clarke, Caton, Hintz located at 100 Barrack 

St, Trenton, NJ 08608, for the Franklin Avenue Planning Study as presented in their 

revised proposal dated November 26, 2012; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost for the preparation of the plans shall not 

exceed the costs as outlined in their proposal; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized and 

directed to issue payment upon receipt of an approved voucher; and 
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Clarke, 

Caton, Hintz, 100 Barrack St, Trenton, NJ 08608 and the Chief Financial Officer. 

 

Mr. Hart explained that this contract for the Franklin Avenue Planning Study offers 

additional options as well as a time schedule.  The Mayor and Council do not have to 

authorize the entire proposal at this time.  Mr. Hart said that this contract would be 

funded through the Professional Services line item and he added that there is sufficient 

money available to cover the costs involved.   

 

Resolution introduced by Councilman Lambrix.  Seconded by Council President 

Kahwaty.  Discussion –The Council discussed whether or not to approve the proposal 

including the two options ($2,300 and $1,200 respectively).  The Council decided to 

approval the base study proposal in the amount of $21,000 as well as the two options for 

a total of $24,500. 

 

Roll Call Vote 

 

Ayes:    Kahwaty, Kelly, Lambrix, Lota, Pedone and Ramsey  

Nays:    None 

Abstain:  

Absent: 

Motion Approved  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT  

 

Mayor Bivona spoke about the budget and said that the process is beginning in terms of 

the zero based bottom budget.  He reviewed three areas including budgets, donations and 

capital or discretionary spending items.  The Borough must take steps necessary to adhere 

to a 2% property tax increase while continuing to stabilize the surplus which began three 

years ago.  The Borough has made progress in the field of debt reduction which has 

declined from $17 million to $14 million over the past three years.   

 

Capital spending has also been curbed and Mayor Bivona stated that the Borough must 

rely on donations and grants to meet capital needs rather than taxes.  The Recreation 

Foundation, the Beautification Fund and matching grants are examples of donations.  

Mayor Bivona stressed that the Borough must be specific when asking donors concerning 

the needs of the Borough.   

 

Mayor Bivona commented that there are many new hires being requested in various 

departments as well as promotions, new cars, fire engines, sewer lines and road repairs.  

These are all examples of discretionary spending and since they must work within the 2% 

cap this requires the coordination of donors.  He concluded that the Mayor and Council as 

well as Department Heads will have to figure out how to best address the needs of the 

community while at the same time keeping the property tax increase at 2%.   

 

COMMITTEE/LIAISON REPORTS 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

 

Councilman Pedone said that the Tree Lighting is scheduled for December 11
th

 at 7 P.M.  

He said that a joint meeting took place today between the Planning Board and the Shade 

Tree Committee regarding the ordinance which is close to being concluded.   

 

PLANNING & DEVELOPENT 

 

Council President Kahwaty reported that the Planning Board discussed the application for 

a zoning change by Joe Cammoratta for Block 2401, Lot 14 from residential to limited 

business district.  Neighbors provided their input and the Planning Board will discuss a 

draft ordinance tomorrow.   

 

 Sewer Ordinance 
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Mayor Bivona said that the Borough continues to operate without an agreement.  They 

asked Northwest Bergen County Utilities Authority to locate a sewer line under the 

railroad crossing so that the Borough will eventually be able to hook into that line.  

Borough Attorney Smith stated that the Borough is still waiting for an agreement on the 

Borough’s connection fee.  He will let them know that the Borough is proceeding in good 

faith and await their response.    

 

Mr. Hart reported that the Engineering Oversight Committee met and reviewed the 

ordinance in great detail.  There was a lengthy discussion relative to the ordinance and 

the Schedule of Charges.  This is a basic ordinance which includes information on how 

homeowners can connect, the fees involved, flow charges to the Borough and provisions 

related to the use of a public sewer.  At this time, the sewer system will be owned and 

maintained by Northwest Bergen County Utilities Authority, however, details concerning 

the fees must be contained in the ordinance.   

 

Councilperson Lambrix referred to the part of the ordinance which states that extensions 

of, or changes to the sewer system to areas not serviced by sewers can be initiated by 

petition from property owners or by the Borough.  He questioned whether or not a public 

hearing would be necessary in this case.  Mayor Bivona said that a public hearing would 

be necessary.  Mr. Hart noted that property owners are not required to connect to the 

sewer system unless required by State law.  This ordinance gives the Borough the ability 

to require homeowners to connect to the system even though hookup is voluntary at this 

time.  Mr. Hart said that the ordinance will be reviewed by the Construction Official and 

the Board of Health and the ordinance will be introduced in January.   

 

RECREATION AND PARKS 

 

 Code of Conduct Ordinance Revisions 

 

Mayor Bivona spoke regarding the update of the Code of Conduct Ordinance which 

includes specifics on bullying and proper behavior along with the roles of various 

committees and Borough officials.  There is clarification relative to the roles of the 

Director and Committee and the types of behavior that should be removed from the 

Recreation Program.  Mayor Bivona recommended that the ordinance be forwarded to the 

Recreation Chairman for comment.  Mr. Hart indicated that the ordinance should be 

ready for introduction in January. 

 

ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 

 

Councilperson Kelly stated that he and Mr. Hart have been reviewing the workload in the 

Tax Department which was triggered by the resignation of Phil Moore, the Tax Collector.  

They have focused on what skills are required to do the work that is necessary and 

whether the position should be full time or part time.  The appointment of Maureen 

Kurzynski earlier this evening is reflective of their efforts.   

 

 Professional RFQ’s  

 

Mr. Hart stated that forty five responses to the RFPs for professional’s services have been 

opened.  The Personnel Committee is meeting tomorrow to review the process involved 

in making recommendations to the Mayor and Council.  Recommendations will be made 

at the meeting of December 18th.   

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

 Purchase of Police Department Vehicles 

 

Councilperson Lota reported on the purchase of two unmarked cars for the Police Chief 

and the Detective Bureau.  The vehicles are being fully funded through cooperative 

purchasing through the Cranford Co-op and there are no costs for any installation of the 

equipment into the cars.   
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PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 Garbage and Recycling Bids  

 

Mr. Hart reported that four bids were received regarding garbage collection and recycling 

collection and disposal.  Bids are being reviewed at this time by the Borough Attorney.  

There will be a recommendation before the meeting on December 18
th

.  Mr. Hart stated 

that Wyckoff accepted bids on a WOLF bid for garbage disposal and they will award the 

contract to Interstate Waste which is the Borough’s current disposal facility.  Savings to 

the Borough will be approximately 10% lower than in 2012 or $140,000 and savings to 

the three towns will exceed $500,000 as a result of the joint bid.  The contract will be 

awarded at the December 18
th

 meeting and Mr. Hart added that there are some options in 

the bids which will have to be discussed by the Mayor and Council.  There is an option 

for one day a week garbage collection and single stream recycling.  Mr. Hart pointed out 

that single stream recycling is slightly cheaper, however, the Borough receives less 

income per ton from the disposal facility.  He added that Oakland has concluded that 

single stream recycling results in a 10% increase in the amount of recycled items which is 

expected to offset the decrease in income.   

 

Councilperson Ramsey stated that the DPW continues their efforts to clean up after 

Hurricane Sandy.   

 

BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Hart stated that a recent grant application has been denied.  He was told that 150 

applications had been received and 30 were approved.  The application involves a 

handicapped accessible trail at the Nature Preserve and Mr. Hart said he could not 

imagine a better application.  He will try to get an explanation as to why the application 

was turned down.     

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

There was no old business this evening.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

There was no new business this evening.   

 

RESOLUTION FOR CLOSED SESSION  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Franklin Lakes, 

County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that a Closed Meeting be held on Tuesday, 

December 4, 2012 which begins at 7:30 PM, in the Conference Room at the Municipal 

Building to discuss the following: 

Closed meeting issues:  

 Personnel  

 Tax Assessor Office 

 Tax Collector and Finance Office 

 Administration 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the discussion conducted in closed session shall 

be disclosed to the public once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above no 

longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the public be excluded from this 

meeting. 

 

 

Motion by Council President Kahwaty, seconded by Councilperson Lambrix at 8:35 P.M. 

to enter into Closed Session, Discussion – none. 
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Roll Call Vote 

 

Ayes:  Kahwaty, Kelly, Lambrix, Lota, Pedone and Ramsey  

Nays:    None 

Abstain: None 

Absent  None 

Motion Approved 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Councilperson Lambrix to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 P.M.  Councilperson 

Ramsey seconded the motion.   

 

Roll Call Vote 

 

Ayes:  Kahwaty, Kelly, Lambrix, Lota, Pedone and Ramsey 

Nays:     

Abstain: 

Absent:  

Motion Approved 

 

Resolution 246-12 

 

RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Franklin Lakes that the 

report of the Finance Committee be accepted and recommendations adopted; that the 

report be made part of the record of this meeting; and the proper Borough Officials are 

hereby authorized and directed to issue warrants in the amount of $3,885,306.50 as 

shown on the Claims Bill List; $961.75 as shown on the Soil Account Bill List and 

$326.00 as shown on the Developers Escrow List. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the payroll of November 8, 2012 in the amount of 

$248,400.18 and the payroll of November 21, 2012 in the amount of $266,047.58 be 

hereby ratified and approved.  

 

Resolution 247-12 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Franklin Lakes received three (3) proposals for two (2) 

thirty (30) yard roll off containers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to award this contract to the contractor that 

submitted the lowest proposal; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Franklin Lakes that: 

 

1. Rudco Products, Inc. 114 East Oak Road, Vineland, NJ 08360 is hereby awarded 

a contract in the amount of $8,381.00  

 

2. A Certification of Funds has been prepared and authorized by the Chief Financial 

Officer for the said contract assuring that there is a sufficient appropriation to 

fund the purchase authorized in this resolution as an express and mandatory 

condition of the award of this contract 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized and 

directed to issue payment upon receipt of an approved voucher. 

 

Resolution 248-12 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the 

budget of any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by 



 7 

law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 

an equal amount; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Franklin Lakes has received a $2,338.88, 2012 Body Armor 

Replacement Grant and wishes to amend its 2012 Budget to include said amount as a 

revenue; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Franklin Lakes, that permission be requested by the Director of the Division 

of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 2012 

Budget in the sum of $2,338.88 which will be available as a revenue from: 

 

Miscellaneous Revenues: 

Public and Private Programs Offset by Appropriations: 

2012 Body Armor Replacement Grant  $2,338.88 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a sum of $2,338.88 and the same is hereby 

appropriated under the caption of: 

 

General Appropriations: 

(a) Operations Excluded from "CAPS": 

Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenues: 

2012 Body Armor Replacement Grant  $2,338.88 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk forward two copies of this 

resolution to the Director of Local Government Services. 

 

Resolution 249-12 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Franklin Lakes that 

the following 2012 Budget Transfers be made for the following accounts: 

 

From                         From         To 

Tax Collection S&W                                 $3,600                                       

 

 

To 

Finance S&W                                                                            $3,000                                

Engineering S&W                                                                          500       

Zoning Board of Adjustment S&W                                               100       

                                                                 ________              ________                                                       

                                                                   $3,600                     $3,600 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

   

 

  

 

 

 

      Sally T. Bleeker, Borough Clerk 

   


