
Borough of Franklin Lakes, New Jersey
Shade Tree Commission
Meeting Minutes
May 11, 2016    Borough Conference Room



SUNSHINE LAW STATEMENT
Director Hasbrouck announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Law, and that a notice was published and a copy placed on the Municipal Bulletin Board.
ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order by Director Hasbrouck at 7:02pm.
Mahn, Sarfaty, Pauwels, DeAngelis and Director Hasbrouck were present.
Chairman Tulp and Councilwoman Swist were not present.
APPROVAL OF APRIL 2016 MEETING MINUTES
[bookmark: _GoBack]Approved unanimously 
BOROUGH COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT
No report.
SHADE TREE DIRECTOR/FORESTER REPORT
-Compliance, Construction or Permit Issues: 238 Arbor: TRP appeal. There are currently about 17 trees on the property. The homeowners would like to remove 5 trees beyond the 10% authorized for removal through the ordinance: 3 Norway Spruce (all more than 7"), 1 hemlock (more than 7"), the oak to the left (about 24").
The homeowner claims that the Norway Spruce are all shaded out, the oak is leaning heavily, and the hemlock is in bad shape.
They say that they will plant Green Giant arborvitae for year-round privacy, plus two new shade trees to the back left and right corners of a landscaped bed.
Sarfaty says that the oak there is larger than anything that would be replaced, and the canopy needs to be preserved -- not just the number of trees.
Director Hasbrouck says he saw nothing that brought up any hazard concerns with the oak tree leaning.
The landscapers say that the conifers are deteriorating so they would only be removing one healthy tree (the oak).
Sarfaty says that he will not support cutting down a shade tree to grow an evergreen hedge. If the oak is not a hazardous tree, or if there is no hazardous lean, he votes NO for removal.
Proposal: 10 20-foot green giant arborvitae (every 10 feet, staggered), and 3 shade trees planted.
The Shade Tree Commission members will look at the property again and respond to Director Hasbrouck by Tuesday. Perhaps replacement trees could be placed in the front yard?

-TRP Appeal 721 Cottonwood: 43 trees. Pool recently put in, some tree cutting (6 stumps) - have probably reached 10%. Want to cut 4 Scotch pines and elm.
Director Hasbrouck recommends: allow the 4 pines and elm to be cut; require 2 shade trees and at least 2 conifers to be planted.  All approve.
-232 Green Ridge: Want to remove trees and replant. Currently plan to have 36 replacement shade trees at 2 1/2 inches. Want to know if they could plant fewer but larger trees? Yes. 18 trees at 3 1/2 inches could be acceptable. But Shade Tree Commission must see the plan before final approval is given. 

-Violations: 747 Butternut: Cut 4 big trees. Issued summons.
-Seminole: Wants to build a tree house. Nothing in ordinance about tree houses.
NEW BUSINESS: Emerald Ash Borer information (cards, pamphlets, etc.) have arrived and are available to disperse. 

PLEASE NOTE: Commissioner Pauwels would like it to be noted in the minutes that he recognizes a need in the community for there to be some kind of ordinance to control privacy - that perhaps there should be a hedge ordinance.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17pm.
The next meeting is June 8, 2016 at 7:00pm.


