
Recreation and Parks Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

October 15th, 2012, 7:30 p.m.  

 

Borough Hall 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Role was taken. 

 

Role Call 

Present: Lisa Valvano, John Ciurciu, Peter Sacco, Tom Lambert, Joe Kelly, Ron Carti, Brian 

Winters, Christine Christopoul, Frank Bivona, Sarah Kelly, Ed La Scala, Bob Thoma, and Cathy 

Stack 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Meeting Minutes approved from August 

Meeting Minutes still have not been approved from September 

 

Three (3) resident parents were in attendance at the meeting for the intent of learning how the 

Recreation Committee operates and to observe a typical meeting. Committee chairman Peter 

Sacco explained the role of the Recreation Committee to residents attending meeting. The 

parents offered constructive criticism that the role and processes for all sports should be better 

communicated to the parents.   

 

Recreation & Parks Director’s Report 

 

Football: 

 

The Code of Conduct Sub-Committee had a meeting regarding issue of the complaint against 

the PeeWee B coach. Both the coach and the parent were able to speak at the meeting and tell 

their sides of their issues. In addition, testimony was heard from the PeeWee Head Coach Rick 

Meier. There were four (4) sub-members voting on the issue including Carti, Stack, Kelly, and 

Christopoul. In addition, Sacco and Ciurciu were in attendance from a pure advisory role. After 

hearing all testimony, the sub-committee discussed the issue privately and came to a 

unanimous conclusion that the bullying had not been witnessed by anyone else and the coach 

was absolved. A letter was later sent to the coach in question absolving him of any wrong doing, 

but reiterated his role as a coach emphasizing how to treat children and parents alike. The 

residents attending brought up further issues and complaints against the coach in regards to 

their child being treated unfairly when wanting to try out for baseball. It was also brought up that 

the coaches wife made a ‘threatening’ phone call to one of parent residents in attendance. The 

parents declined to elaborate. The committee discussed better ways to evaluate coaches and 

how better to deal with complaints against coaches and how the order of complaints need to 

follow. It was also discussed about the possibility of limiting the amount of years a ‘parent’ 

coach can serve at a certain age group. Overall program is going very well. There are no more 



injury reports than usual. Coach Sacco spoke about having three (3) concussions on the Junior 

team and that it continues to be the number one serious injury threat to athletes.  

 

Soccer (boys/girls): 

 

John Ciurciu distributed an email he sent to the current soccer coaches addressing the issues 

they had previously raised. Uniforms for next year were discussed. Unfortunately, a few games 

have been cancelled due to players not showing up and just low roasters in general. The fields 

are in great condition. There have been a few fines because coaches have failed to schedule 

games. Every Friday the DWP is going around and checking that all the goals are properly 

secured and the fields are in top shape.  

 

Basketball: 

 

The try out dates have been sent and flyers were distributed. A boys travel basketball coaches’ 

questionnaire was also sent out to anyone that is interested in being a coach. The 

questionnaires will be evaluated and cut down to an appropriate list. That list will then be 

brought back to the committee for discussion.  

 

Cheerleading: 

 

The cheerleading program has been going great. There might be a minor issue with a 

scheduling conflict for the competitive teams, if any of the football teams make the Super Bowl. 

Some coaches were not giving their full allotment of time and have been asked to step away. 

The girls have been on a regular practice schedule.  

  

New Business: 

 

Registration has officially ended today, October 15th for Spring Lacrosse (mandated by the 

league) and winter basketball. The next registration with be for travel baseball. John Ciurciu 

created and distributed a formal complaint form that will be optional for future complaints. Mayor 

Bivona commented that he desires to see a written description describing the complaint process 

to accompany the form. John Ciurciu accepted this as a task.  

 

Next Meeting will be November 19th, 2012 @ 7:30pm 

 

Meeting adjourned. 


