
Recreation and Parks Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

September 24th, 2012, 7:30 p.m.  

 

Borough Hall 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll was taken. 

 

Roll Call 

Present: Lisa Valvano, John Ciurciu, Peter Sacco, Tom Lambert, Joe Kelly, Ron Carti, Brian 

Winters, Christine Christopoul, Frank Bivona, Cathy Stack , Frank Catania, Sarah Kelly, Joe 

Kelly, and Ed LaScala 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Meeting Minutes approved from August 

 

Recreation & Parks Director’s Report 

 

Football: 

 

The football program is moving forward successfully despite a few issues.  

 

There was a complaint against a PeeWee C coach stating that he acted violently towards a 

child. A parent emailed the Mayor and asked for action to be taken otherwise they were going to 

take legal action. The coach was immediately suspended from his position and an investigation 

was opened with the police. The police found no grounds for criminal charges. However, the 

recreation department found the coach to be in violation of Code of Conduct. After the 

investigation had been cleared,  the coach was reinstated but had been reprimanded and 

warned that this behavior was not going to be tolerated.  

 

There was another complaint from a 3

rd

 grade parent, Richard Kucharski, on the PeeWee A 

claiming his son, Max, was not given a fair shot as be ing the quarterback for the team. The 

position was given to a 3

rd

 grade player whose father , John Woods, happens to be an assistant 

coach. A few different coaches , Ron Carti and Pete Sacco,  evaluated both children and came to 

a unanimous conclusion that the younger boy was indeed the better QB. In addition to this 

complaint, the same parent also claimed that coach Woods was bullying his son as a result of 

his ignoring and/or refusing to engage him. Coach Woods had initially decided to step down 

from coaching, but at the request of coach Meier, Mr. Woods decided to continue as a coach, 

but focus on predominantly coaching the B team. Lisa Valvano defended Mr. Kucharski’s claims 

regarding Mr. Woods emphasizing a greater concern on the bullying charge as opposed  to the 

QB selection process issue. John Ciurciu invited Mr. Kucharski to sit during the meeting tonight 

to voice his concerns and he decided not to. However, t here will be a meeting next week to try 

and come to terms will all issues between the feuding families by meeting with each partly 

respectively.  



 

Finally, there was a difference between two coaches in the Senior program, head coach Joe 

Medici and assistant coach Joe Stefanik,  that resulted in a yelling match out on the field. Coach 

Medici reached out to John Ciurciu and subsequently Pete Sacco for assistance in the matter 

that resulted in the issuance of a letter being sent requiring coach Joe Stefanik to step down for 

the remainder of the season.  

 

The Recreation Committee discussed how to better improve their selection of coaches as to not 

run into these problems during the season, but acknowledged that most often the Committee 

relies on the recommendations of the Recreation Director.  

 

Soccer (boys/girls): 

 

Cathy Stack , the Committee’s soccer program liaison, voiced concerns that she has not been 

kept in the loop from a communications standpoint as it relates to the soccer program and the 

issues surrounding ex-program director Alan (?). John Ciurciu apologized for the lack of 

communication stating the brief nature of the events precluded him from doing so. Following, 

Cathy inquired as to what is the exact role of the program liaison. Pete Sacco stated that 

traditionally, sport program liaisons were coaches within those programs that were normally 

immersed in the day-to-day activities of the program in question. As such, the Committee 

recognizes that the more recent non -coach liaison model requires a better communications 

model if the liaison is to have a more active role as an advisor to t he program.  

 

Cheerleading: 

 

No major update was reported, however Pete Sacco stated having observed a much needed 

improvement in the cheering program as a direct result of program liaison Lisa Valvano’s and 

John Ciurciu’s efforts.  

  

Old Business: 

 

Franklin Lakes Youth and Recreation Department is not hosting the final day of  Oktoberfest this 

year. The Mayor offered to run it himself , but most people declined to get involved stating t here 

was just not enough time to pull everything together. More eff ort will be put forward next year.  

 

Next Meeting will be October 15

th

, 2012 @ 7:30pm 

 

Meeting adjourned. 


