
Message from the Mayor 
From the January 3, 2019 Mayor and Council Reorganization Meeting 

 
Over the past eight years, I have been honored to serve my community as Mayor and I look forward 

to serving you over the next four years as I start my third term.  Together with the Council, Borough 
Administrator and Clerk, Borough professionals, employees, boards, committees and volunteers, I have 
driven an agenda that was designed to return the Borough to financial stability while keeping taxes 
low, provide exceptional services, and develop a robust capital spending plan to invest in the 
infrastructure of Franklin Lakes. 

 
As a result, municipal debt levels have declined significantly, surplus is at its highest level in a 

decade, capital spending is multiples of what it was, and we have a Aaa bond rating, the highest level 
possible. Municipal property taxes have risen on average 1.5 percent over the past eight years and we 
remain the second lowest tax rate in Bergen County. So, financially we have surpassed my expectations 
and are positioned well for the future. However, performance isn’t always measured in dollars and 
cents. Our job is provide essential governmental services that are professional, responsive to your 
needs, and efficient.  

 
So, how have we performed over the last eight years in essential service areas? 

 
Public Safety – We have a larger police force in renovated headquarters, who are now accredited, 

to meet the demands of a growing community including a dedicated juvenile officer for our schools. 
We have highly qualified groups of emergency volunteers who give their personal time and talents to 
make us safe.  Our volunteer fire, ambulance and OEM forces have updated facilities and equipment 
who respond to our emergency needs around the clock. Our court is one of the busiest in the County.  
We have an expanded Municipal Alliance which works with our schools, police, Board of Health and 
community leaders to fight the war on drug and alcohol abuse. 

 
Housing/Open Space – We lost the High Mountain Golf Course to housing development, but added 

to our vast open space inventory by opening our 130 acre Franklin Lakes Nature Preserve, acquiring 
the 100 acre Parsons Pond Park, and the 12 acre Alice and Bud’s Meadow. Mount Laurel affordable 
housing laws have forced additional housing projects; however, we have reached a settlement and 
have a defensible plan that gives us immunity from additional legal challenges. As part of that plan, we 
completed an award-winning special needs housing facility that will open this month. We have a 
revitalized downtown area with new buildings, shops and restaurants and we launched a Shop Local 
program to promote our businesses. The Planning and Zoning Boards, building department and 
engineer work hard to ensure that development is proper and in compliance.  

 
While residential and commercial development has changed Franklin Lakes over many decades, it 

continues to be a town that people want to invest in.  Home renovations, new development, 
commercial revitalization and other projects have added to our tax base and are signs of a vibrant and 
healthy community. 

 
Parks and Recreation – We have over 500 acres of open space, recreation facilities and parkland. 

That number has more than doubled in the past decade. We have improved existing facilities, 
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partnered on a new community center, added a fieldhouse and dog park, built a new baseball field, 
added many walking trails, and have plans for creating more family activity space for Parsons Pond 
Park. We have partnered with the Franklin Lakes Parks and Recreation Foundation to create a vision 
for the future. 

 
We have robust sports programing for our youth with exceptional facilities supported by an army 

of committed volunteer coaches and our Mayor’s Wellness Campaign Team.  Our wellness program, 
with its many community events, has been highlighted by the State and we have been designated as a 
Healthy Town. 

 
Public Works – We have a great team of employees who make Franklin Lakes look great year round. 

By farming out basic functions, we have been able to prioritize more complex projects for our workers.  
From building renovations, to park development and improvement, to roadwork, to public space 
decorations, Franklin Lakes has an improved image. When the many storms hit and take out trees and 
power, our DPW team is out there in our streets with improved equipment to restore our town and 
make us safe again.    

 
Environment – We have a hard working Environmental Commission which is responsible for our 

achieving Sustainable New Jersey status.  We have increased our recycling rates, led the building of our 
own recycling center and raised awareness of environmental issues.  Our Shade Tree Commission and 
Tree Specialist have helped preserve our shade tree canopy and we have begun an annual program of 
planting hundreds of new shade trees throughout town.   

 
Communications – We have enhanced communications.  Everything we do is open and transparent 

as evidenced by awards the Borough has received for best website and best communications. Through 
our website, eblasts, Nixles, Facebook, Instagram, Buzz articles, mailings, and over 100 open public 
meetings annually, we communicate and invite feedback and discussion. 

 
Sense of Community - We have added many additional public events and venues to encourage 

more social interaction, including Senior Club events, the Franklin Lakes Festival, Youth Biathlon, road 
races, basketball tournaments, Living Healthy Challenge, healthy walks, Clean Up Day and RectoberFlef, 
a joint fundraising effort with our schools that drew over 400 residents. 

 
Although we have made good progress, it is clear to me that more needs to be done.  Franklin Lakes 

is a great place to live by any measure but we should not be complacent and satisfied.  With a secure 
financial future ahead of us, we should continue to invest in our town infrastructure with a goal to 
make Franklin Lakes an even more desirable place to live, raise a family and do business. Better roads, 
more sidewalks, family friendly parks, improved recreational facilities, and improved commuter 
parking will help us meet that goal. 

 
I look forward to your feedback on our performance.  Feel free to email me at 

mayor@franklinlakes.org or call me on my cell (201) 788-8039. 
 
Frank 
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