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Franklin Lakes First Memorial Day Parade
by BCHS Trustee Jack Goudsward

The tradition of the Franklin Lakes
I Memorial Day Parade started soon after

America entered World War II Prior
to that a special ceremony was held at

the Masker Memorial then located in
Crystal Lake Section of Franklin Lakes
Zachary Masker was the only resident
to lose his life in World
War I After the ceremony
concluded the participants
would leave for the Wyckoff
parade

The First Memorial Day
Parade was held May 30
1942 Its inception was under
the auspices of the Borough
Officials and honored not

only Zachary Masker but
all World War I Veterans
and those who were now in
World War II service with the
dedication of the TownsService Flag

The parade formed up in front of
the then Town Hall now the Board of
Education Building and was said to
have been the largest parade in town to
that time As the march stepped off the
order of march was as follows Police

Department Flags Mayor Bowers and
Council Members Campgaw Music
School led by Miss Weisshuch Franklin
Lakes School Board Girl Scouts Boy
Scouts JrOVAMPTAChurch
Organizations Rain Bow Garden Club
Civilian Defense Council Hawthorne

Band American Legion Wyckoff
Firemen Oakland Firemen and the

Campgaw Firemen
The parade started at 9AM and

proceeded along Pulis Avenue Then

turning on to Franklin Avenue and then
down Colonial Road to High Mountain
Road and the Masker Memorial The
parade today still follows part of this

original route At the Masker Memorial
the Invocation wasgiven by Rev Harry
Goodrich He was the Pastor of the

Franklin Lakes Methodist Church This
was followed by the Massing of the
Colors as the National Anthem was

played by the Hawthorne Band
Next the Borough Service Flag

was brought forward The town had
ordered this flag and at the time of the

dedication it contained twentytwo
stars Each star represented a service
man from town This flag would later
fly over the towns Roll Of Honor
located next to the townsold Town
Hall

Mayor Bowers received the flag
and said in part This is a Service Flag
and a Memorial Each star represents
one of the citizens of the borough who
is serving in the armed forces of this

country in this war
As your Mayor I have been

selected to dedicate it and present it to

the citizens of the borough I dedicate
it to service When we look at it may
we always remember that we too must

serve

Just as we without our armed
forces would be helpless against our i
enemiessoour armed forces cannot

possibly win this war without the
enthusiastic and wholehearted support
of the civil population of our country

All reports reaching us show that j
the morale of our armed forces is

continued on page 11
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FranklinLakes Contribution to The Battle of the Atlantic

By Jack Goudsward

The towns involvement in the

Battle for the Atlantic started long
before the dark days of World War II It

can be traced to the latter days of World
1

War I

During World War One the United
States Shipping Board put out a call
to all America to contribute funds
to revitalize the US Merchant Fleet

s and replace the ships lost in the war

Franklin Lakes then part of Franklin

Township answered the call The

money they contributed was used to

build the West Campgaw It is said

a that Mrs Woodrow Wilson picked the
name West Campgaw from a groupj
meant to perpetuate Indian names

Such pride was felt for this patriotic
act that during the initial Scrap drive

forthe Second World War the name

of the West Campgaw was evoked to

rekindle the patriotic fires Braun 1965
WyckoffNews 1941

1 The ship was built in 1920 by the
i

JF Duthie and Company of Seattle
Washington too late to enter war

p service Her administration was placed
under the Merchant Fleet Cor orationt P
and then operated by various ship
companies She

i oo
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did not exclude her from nautical

superstitions Such is the events of her

1923 crossing of the Atlantic Sailors
have the superstition of not singing
religious hymns This was avoided atall
costs unlesslestprovoked This taboo

was broken by two Methodist clerics

One was the son of the Methodist

Bishop of Ohio and his friend from
Dartmouth They were working their

way to Europe The crews said they were

punished with two days of a gale and

two more days in fog in ice filled waters

Luckily for the clerics some traditions

have passed on such as the tradition
of throwing the offending person or

persons overboard to placate the masters

of the deep and calm the ocean This
is not the last time the West Campgaw
felt bad weather On her 1932 crossing
of the middle Atlantic she encountered
a force eleven gale with a barometer of

2873 NOAH 1923 New York Times

1923
But the West Campgaw was not all

superstitions and bad weather Good
news and acknowledgments did come

her way Late in 1927 the West Campgaw
was one of 94 ships out of a fleet of 285

1
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in honor of a small town not far from
Panama City After repairs the CAPIRA
was assigned to convoy HX 122 She
was outfitted with ageneral cargo and
placed in station 53 of the sailing order
She departed Halifax on April 20 1941

sailing to Liverpool But on April 26 she
returned to port with Breakdown One
after Another

On June 26 1941 she departs

to receive recognition for a high state

of maintenance this bought a sense of
pride to the crew

In 1933 the US Shipping Board
was redesigned as the US Shipping
Bureau and placed in the Department
of Commerce then disbandedand
replaced by the Martine Commission
when Congress passed the Merchant
Marine Act of 1936 Later in

T
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West Campgaw Capira on August l6

i

4

r
U

February of 1942 the War Shipping
Administration became part of USMC
by executive order The task of the WSA
was to purchase and operate the needed
civilian tonnage the US needed to win
the war McMillan 2001

At the beginning of 1940 the West

Campgaw was riding at anchor off of
Fort Eustis Va in the James River as

part of the Maritime Commissions
laidup fleet But this did not last

long In January of 1941 the US Lines
purchased five ships from the laid

up Fleet One of them was the West
Campgaw having used her before the
company knew what she could do Since
neutrality legislation banned all US

shipping from the war zone the ships
were bought with the understanding
that they could be sold to a wholly
owned foreign subsidiary for the North
Atlantic operation New York Times
1940 1941

The five ships were sold to the
North Atlantic Transport Company of
Panama but the US Lines would act

as agent for the operation of the ship
Now the West Campgaw started repairs
to ready her for war service During
this time she was renamed CAPIRA

Halifax with

convoy HX
135 carrying a

general cargo
bound for
Liverpool The

convoy arrived
on July 12 with

t94z no trouble from
UBoats

On July 31 she sailed from Liverpool
with convoy ON3 carrying a Special
Cargo The Capira dispersed from the
convoy on August 14th and sails for
Hualfjord in the USSR On September
29 she departs and arrives at Archangel
on October 11 of 1941 as part of
Convoy PQ1 Later as part of convoy
QP2 they leave Archangel and arrive 14

days later at Kirkwall
March 19 1942 the SS Capria was

time chartered to the War Shipping
Administration in the Port of Boston
She was outfitted to sail with Convoy
SC 77 sailing from Halifax to Liverpool
Her position was 43rd in the convoy A
note on the harbor report reads Her
decks are loaded with tanks greenish
gray with some light blue and the

greatest number I have ever seen on a

Freighter She then breaks off from

Convoy 77 and sails with Convoy PQ15
heading to Oban They leave and arrive
at Murmansk as part of Convoy PQ15
The Capira then leaves and arrives at

Archangel On June 26 she leaves for

Reyjavik as a part of Convoy QP13
Bowerman 2006 Lawson 2006

During this voyage the instrument
of the destruction of the CapriatheU

continued on page 18
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609was completing training with the
5th Flotilla The U609 went into service
with the 6th FlotillaHUNDIUS The
boat was captained by Kptit Klaus
Rudloff and was a Type VIIC boat This

type of boat was the most prevalent
to see action in World War II for the
German Navy Helgason 2006

On August 22 1942 the Capria set
sail from Halifax to Liverpool England
with Convoy SC 97 She was 23rd
in line with the convoy She carried
a general cargo that included trucks
tractors steel mats bulldozers and 250

bags ofJS Mail On August 31 1942

Convoy SC 97 was attacked by the U

609 along with nine otherUboats
Only theU609 fired torpedoes They
ran true and hit and sunk the Capria
and Bronxville The Capria lost five of
her crew British escorts drove off the
Uboats but the damage was done The

Capria settled beneath the waves at

position 5713N3340W in the Atlantic

Lawson 2006
Benjamin F Reid a Second Class

Seaman and survivor of the Capria
sinking recounts the eventsWe were

hit in the number four hold about six
oclock in the morning I stepped outon

the Aft deck and one of the booms came

loose and hit a member of the Gun

Crew in the head There was nothing
we could do she was going down fast
A Life raft came Ioose and hit me into
the cold Atlantic I was under i1 and a

Dutch Merchant Seaman who was on

the raft reached under and pulled me

out A Canadian Corvette picked us up I
had swallowed some Diesel fuel I stayed
on deck most ofthetime with the wind

blowing in my face I did not eat until
we got to a North Ireland Naval Base
Reid 2006

This was the only successful sortie

for theU609 The next two patrols
yielded no engagements On her forth
and last patrol she was sunk by depth
charges from the Free French Corvette

LOBELIAformally the HMS Lobelia a

Flower Class Corvette She went down
with all forty seven hands Her resting
place is 5517N2638W Not far from
the final resting place of the Capria
This ends the involvement of Franklin
Lakes in the Battle of the Atlantic
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I would like to thank Charles P Linder
and Kevin Olsen for their help
TABLE 1

SSWEST CAMPGAWCAPIRA

TYPE STEAM MERCHANT

TONNAGE 5625 TONS

COMPLETED 1920J F
DUTHIE and CO SEATTLE WA

OWNER US Lines Inc New York

HOIviEPORT Panama

FLAG Panama

FATE Attacked and SunkAugust 31 1942

SUNK BYU609 Klaus Rudloff
TABLE 2

US MERCHANT SEAMEN SURVIVORS OF THE
SS CAPiRA

Caras James Deck Cadet

Higgins Thomas Fireman

Travis James B Engine Cadet

USNAVALARMEDGUARD SURVIVORS

Ravella James A Lt jg
Barbar William L S2c

Campbell John L S2c

Catoe James W S2c

Chastain Lawyal J S2c

DeChantsreiter John G S2c

DeHaven WoodrowW S2c

Dudley Alvin D S2c

Freemen William L S2c

Hertel Mathew S2c

Reid Benjamin R S2c

Ricks Benjamin F S2c

Van Bushkirk Lester K Slc

FOREIGN SEAMEN LOST

Ching Young Foo ChCook

China

Cuteger Carmelo Oiler

Malta

Kinnear Thomas Chief Engr
England
Mitchison Thomas 2nd Engr
England
The Final Resting Place oftheSSCampgawCapita
and theU609
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Association the Erie Railroad Company
promised to place four electric lights
near the railroad depot immediately and
two more in the spring The company
also planned to layout the grounds on
the west side of the depot as a park
with a driveway leading to the station
Crowds ofchildren masqueraded around
Hackensack on Halloween making
holiday calls

Considerable speculation in northern
New Jersey real estate was ignited in
October 1906 by the rapid progress made
in construction of six tunnels arranged
in pairs under the Hudson River for the
use of electric subways the tunnels of
the New York New Jersey Railroad
running from Hudson Place Hoboken
near the Delaware Lackawanna
Western terminal to Morton Street
near Christopher Street in Manhattan
the tunnels of the Manhattan Railroad
extending from the present Pennsylvania
Station in Jersey City to a new terminal
to be built at Cortlandt and Church
Streets in Manhattan and the tunnels of
the Pennsylvania Railroad running from
Weehawken to 32nd Street The Borough
Club of Tenafly began agitation for a

bridge across the Hudson River from
Fort Lee to Harlem in October 1906 The
City Club of Englewood organized on

October 23 1906 to second Tenaflys
efforts in this regard The Tenafly
Borough Club alive not only to the needs
of the hour but to those of the future
announced that a Hudson River Bridge
Rally would be held at Tenafly Hall on

Monday evening December 3 1906 to
be addressed by the New York and New

Jersey Bridge Commissioners
Colonel Alfred T Holley of

Hackensack in arguing for construction
of a bridge across the Hudson River
at the meeting held in Grantwood on

January 10 1907 said that the bridge
could be built at this location at a cost

of about seven million dollars because
Columbia Heights and Woodcliff offered
so may natural advantages Charles T

Logan of the Grantwood Taxpayers
continued on page 20
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New Jersey Legislature went strongly
Republican the Senate being 13 to 8 and
theAssembly 41 to 10 Riverside and
Demarest Boroughs were the only two

districts in Bergen County where voting
machines were still used

The first snow squall came

on November 5th More than SO

representatives of Bergen County
towns and boroughs met at the County
Engineers office in Hackensack that
evening to form an organization for
the purpose of furthering the project of
building a boulevard across the county
to connect with the proposed new

Hudson River bridge Apples potatoes
and other vegetables took a big jump
in price With the advent of freezing
weather blacksmiths experienced a rush
of sharpening horseshoes The four
vases of flowers around the fountain
on the Hackensack Green were taken
in out of the cold leaving the maidens
forlorn In December 1908 the County
Building Committee bowed to the
public will and decided to erect a new

courthouse on the old site instead of
several other more central locations
in Hackensack The holiday rush was
on at the Hackensack post office and
delivery wagons worked overtime with
heavy loads of holiday packages Santa
Claus visited the Christmas festival at

the North Hackensack Sunday School
with a team of Rocky Mountain goats
pulling his wagon loaded with oranges
and other good things up the main
aisle to the pulpit He presented Pastor
Duryea with an envelope containing a

sum of money and handed Miss Abby
Wills the church organist a mouse trap
with a 29 gold piece for bait together
with a poem referring to the young lady
as being frightened by a mouse in the
organ A new fire alarm made from a

section of trolley rail was placed in the

triangle on Main Street Hackensack but
residents complained that it looked too

much like a gallows

rranklin Lakes Memorial llay cont from page 8

extremely high Let us as private citizens
keep our morale equally high Let us

have no doubts no complaining and no

fears Let us give all if necessary to bring
victory to our beloved land
Ipresent this flag to all the citizens

of the borough May it be their symbol
of their dedication to the service of the
Untied States of America and may God
add his blessing to their service

After the dedication floral tributes
were placed at the base of the Masker
Memorial This was led by Mrs Israel
sister of Zachary Masker Other tributes
were placed by Mrs Harry Snyder
representing the Wyckoff American

Legion Auxiliary and Mrs HJ Payne
representing the Rain Bow Garden Club

Band music preceded the Rifle
Squad Salute and the sounding of

Taps The ceremony concluded with a

Benediction by Rev Goodrich

NAMES OF SERVICE PERSONAL ON
SERVICE FLAG

Terrance Melville Melvin Hoppper
Albert Ernest Melville Theodore Weidanz
JohnODonnell David J Vervaet
JamesODonnell Robert Tilton
Edward Garman Curtis Thompson
William E Blauvelt Charles Winters
Theodore Van Itallie John Deurloo
Kurt Roehrs Jr Joseph Van Dyke
Joseph Rego Albert Cosgrove
Robert Knigght William Cosgrove
Robert W Brousseau Curt Lechler

Memorial Llay Program
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At Zachary MaskerVemorial
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Franklin Lakes Contribution to The Battle of the Atlantic
By Jack Goudsward

C

The towns involvement in the
Battle for the Atlantic started longbefore the dark days of World War II It
can be traced to the latter days of World
War I

During World War One the United
States Shipping Board put out a call
to all America to contribute funds
to revitalize the US Merchant Fleet
and replace the ships lost in the war
Franklin Lakes then part of Franklin
Township answered the call The
money they contributed was used to
build the West Campgaw It is said
that Mrs Woodrow Wilson picked the

name West Campgaw from a group
meant to perpetuate Indian names
Such pride was felt for this patriotic
act that during the initial Scrap drive
for the Second World War the name
of the West Campgaw was evoked to
rekindle the patriotic fires Braun 1965
WyckoffNews 1941

The ship was built in 1920 by the
JF Duthie and Company of Seatte
Washington too late to enter war

service Her administration was placedunder the Merchant Fleet Corporationand then operated by various ship
companies She
was operated
by theUS Line
through its
subsidiary the
Yankee Line
This allowed the
American Ship
to trade with
US possessions
She started her
career by plying
the Atlantic
Colton 2006
New York Times
1927

Being a

modern ship

did not exclude her from nautical
superstitions Such is the events of her
1923 crossing of the Atlantic Sailors
have the superstition of not singingreligious hymns This was avoided at all
costs unlesslestprovoked This taboo
was broken by two Methodist clerics
One was the son of the Methodist
Bishop of Ohio and his friend from
Dartmouth They were working their
way to Europe The crews said they were

punished with two days of a gale and
two more days in fog in ice filled waters
Luckily for the clerics some traditions
have passed on such as the tradition
of throwing the offending person or

persons overboard to placate the masters
of the deep and calm the ocean This
is not the last time the West Campgawfelt bad weather On her 1932 crossingof the middle Atlantic she encountered
a force eleven gale with a barometer of
2873 NOAA 1923 New York Times
1923

But the West Campgaw was not all
superstitions and bad weather Good
news and acknowledgments did come
her way Late in 1927 the West Campgaw
was one of 94 ships out of a fleet of 285

AW Winter 2007 Bergen Count Historical Societyw y
r

LLL

Peyuyk3a4ne1

to

of

pr

w

Bu
of

rel
wr
M

Fel
Adl

byt
was

civi
the

Car
For

part
laid

long
pure
up I

Can
com

neut

ship
were

that
own

Atla
194

Nora
Pang
as a
Nom
to re

this
Final resting place of the SS Campgaw Capira and theU609



r

f her
rs

g
at all
o0

tics
i

1

seir

were
d

eaters

ns
irt1

ir

esters
his

aw
ng
tired

Iof
L i

r11
me

aw

E85

i
t

to receive recognition for a high stateof maintenance this bought a sense of
pride to the crew

In 1933 the US Shipping Board
was redesigned as the US ShippingBureau and placed in the Departmentof Commerce then disbanded and
replaced by the Martine Commission
when Congress passed the Merchant
Marine Act of 1936 Later in

February of 1942 the War ShippingAdministration became part of USMCby executive order The task of the WSAwas to purchase and operate the neededcivilian tonnage the US needed to winthe war McMillan 2001
At the beginning of 1940 the West

Campgaw was riding at anchor off ofFort Eustis Va in the James River as
part of the Maritime Commissions
laidup fleet But this did not last
long In January of 1941 the US Lines
purchased five ships from the laid
up Fleet One of them was the West
Campgaw having used her before the
company knew what she could do Since
neutrality legislation banned all US
shipping from the war zone the ships
were bought with the understandingthat they could be sold to a whollyowned foreign subsidiary for the North
Atlantic operation New York Times
1940 1941

The five ships were sold to the
North Atlantic Transport Company of
Panama but the USLines would act
as agent for the operation of the shipNow the West Campgaw started repairsto ready her for war service Duringthis time she was renamed CAPIRA

in honor of a small town not far from
Panama City After repairs the CAPIRA
was assigned to convoy HX 122 She
was outfitted with a general cargo andplaced in station 53 of the sailing orderShe departed Halifax on April 20 1941
sailing to Liverpool But on April 26 she
returned to port with Breakdown Oneafter Another

On June 26 1941 she departs
Halifax with

convoy HX
135 carrying a

general cargo
bound for
Liverpool The
convoy arrived
on July 12 with
no trouble from
UBoats

On July 31 she sailed from Liverpoolwith convoy ON3carrying a SpecialCargo The Capira dispersed from the
convoy on August 14th and sails for
Hualfjord in the USSR On September29 she departs and arrives atArchangelon October 11 of 1941 as part of
Convoy PQ1 Later as part of convoyQP2 they leave Archangel and arrive 14days later at Kirkwall

March 19 1942 the SS Capria was
time chartered to the War ShippingAdministration in the Port of Boston
She was outfitted to sail with ConvoySC 77 sailing from Halifax to LiverpoolHer position was 43rd in the convoy A
note on the harbor report reads Her
decks are loaded with tanks greenish
gray with some light blue and the
greatest number I have ever seen on a
Freighter She then breaks off from
Convoy 77 and sails with Convoy PQ15
heading to Oban They leave and arrive
at Murmansk as part of Convoy PQ1S
The Capira then leaves and arrives at

Archangel On June 26 she leaves for
Reyjavik as a part ofConvoy Qp13
Bowerman 2006 Lawson 2006

During this voyage the instrument
of the destruction of the CapriatheU

continued on page 18
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Franklin Lakes continued from page 17i
609wascompleting training with the
Sth Flotilla TheU609 went into service

j with the 6thFlotillaHUNDIUS The
boat was captained by Kptit Klaus
Rudloff and was a Type VIIC boat This

i type ofboat was the most prevalent
to see action in World War II for the
German Navy HeIgason 2006

On August 22 1942 the Capria set
sail from Halifax to Liverpool England
with Convoy SG 97 She was 23rd
in line with the convoy She carried

i
a general cargo that included trucks
tractors steel mats bulldozers and 250

f bags ofUS Mail On Au ust 31 1942g
Convoy SC 97 was attacked by the U
609 along with nine otherUboats
Only the U609 fired torpedoes They
ran true and hit and sunk the Capria
and Bronxville The Capria lost five of
her crew British escorts drove off the
Uboats but the lama a was done Theg
Capria settled beneath the waves at

position 5713N3340W in the Atlantic
Lawson 2006

Benjamin F Reid a Second Class
Seaman and survivor of the Capria

sinking recounts the events We were

hit in the number four hold about six
oclock in the morning I stepped out on

the Aft deck and one of the booms came

loose and hit a member of the Gun
Crew in the head There was nothing
we could do she was going down fast
A Life raft came loose and hit me into
the cold Atlantic I was under it and a

Dutch Merchant Seaman who was on

the raft reached under and pulled me
outA Canadian Corvette picked us up I
had swallowed some Diesel fuel I stayed
on deck most of the time with the wind
blowing in my face I did not eat until
we got to a North Ireland Naval Base
Reid 2006

This was the only successful sortie
for theU609 The next two patrols

jj yielded no engagements On her forth
lam and last patrol she was sunk b de thY P

charges from the Free French Corvette

LOBELIAformally the HMS Lobelia a

t

Flower Class Corvette She went down
with all forty seven hands Her resting
place is 5517N2638W Not far from
the final resting place ofthe Capria
This ends the involvement of Franklin
Lakes in the Battle of the Atlantic
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TABLE 1

SSWEST CAMPGAWCAPIRA
TYPE STEAMMERCHANT

TONNAGE 5625 TONS
COMPLETED 1920JF
DUTHIE and CO SEATTLE WA

OWNER US Lines Inc New York

HOMEPORT Panama
FLAG Panama
FATE Attacked and Sunk August 31 1942

SUNK BYU609 Klaus Rudloff
TABLE 2

US MERCHANT SEAMEN SURVIVORS OF THE
SS CAPIRA

Caras James Deck Cadet

Higgins Thomas Fireman

Travis James B Engine Cadet
US NAVAL ARMED GUARD SURVIVORS

Ravella James A Lt jg
Barbar William L S2c

Campbell John L S2c

Catoe James W S2c

Chastain Lawyal J S2c

DeChantsreiter John G S2c

DeHaven WoodrowW S2c

Dudley Alvin D S2c

Freemen Witham L S2c

Hertel Mathew S2c

Reid Benjamin F S2c

Ricks Benjamin F S2c

Van Bushkirk Lester K Slc

FOREIGN SEAMEN LOST

Ching Young Foo ChCook
China

Cuteger Carmelo Oiler
Malta

Kinnear Thomas Chief Engr
England
Mitchison Thomas 2nd Engr
England
The Final Resting Place of theSSCampgawCapira
and theU609
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Association the Erie Railroad Company
promised to place four electric lights
near the railroad depot immediately and
two more in the spring The company
also planned to layout the grounds on

the west side of the depot as apark
with a driveway leading to the station
Crowds of children masqueraded around
Hackensack on Halloween making
holiday calls

Considerable speculation in northern
New Jersey real estate was ignited in
October 1906 by the rapid progress made
in construction of six tunnels arranged
in pairs under the Hudson River for the
use of electric subways the tunnels of
the New York New Jersey Railroad
running from Hudson Place Hoboken
near the Delaware Lackawanna
Western terminal to Morton Street
near Christopher Street in Manhattan
the tunnels of the Manhattan Railroad
extending from the present Pennsylvania
Station in Jersey City toa new terminal
to be built at Cortlandt and Church
Streets in Manhattan and the tunnels of
the Pennsylvania Railroad running from
Weehawken to32nd Street The Borough
Club of Tenafly began agitation for a

bridge across the Hudson River from
Fort Lee to Harlem in October 1906 The
City Club of Englewood organized on

October 23 1906 to second Tenaflys
efforts in this regard The Tenafly
Borough Club alive notonly to the needs
of the hour but to those of the future
announced that a Hudson River Bridge
Rally would be held atTenafly Hall on

Monday evening December 3 1906 to
be addressed by the New Yor1c and New

Jersey Bridge Commissioners
Colonel Alfred T Holley of

Hackensack in arguing for construction
of a bridge across the Hudson River
at the meeting held in Grantwood on

January 10 1907 said that the bridge
could be built at this location at acost

of about seven million dollars because
Columbia Heights and Woodcliff offered
so may natural advantages Charles T

Logan of the Grantwood Taxpayers
continued on page 20
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The Public History of the Franklin Lakes
Nike Base NY9394

by Jack Goudsward
With the advent of the Cold War and

the preconceived threat of waves of Soviet
bombers attacking the Continental United
States the Nike Weapon Systems were

conceived and deployed
The following was taken from local

newspapers and deals with what the
public learned about the base during its 15

years ofoperation This also shows how
the base tried to fit in and become part of
the community

Early in 1954Army representatives
and engineers began making surveys
and asking landowners the value oftheir
Land and would they be willing to sell
This started a large protest against An
Instillation in Mahwah Telegrams were

sent to the Department of Defense Rep
Widnall State Senators The Board of
Chosen Freeholders and Bergen Park
Commission condemning the installation

The land under consideration was

located in Darlington and Franklin Lakes
The surveys were centered on the high
ground of Phelps Road in Franklin Lakes
The Darlington land was partly owned by
the County and Immaculate Conception
Seminary Richard and William Gass

along with EdwardCMay owned the
Franklin Lakes property There was also
the public fear that the base would be

dangerous and would adversely affect land
values and would ruin the parkland At
that time the army said it would require
2030acres for the base that would be
garrisoned 24 hours a day by 40 men

WyckoffNews March 251954
A fewweekslater it was announced

that after a closed door meeting with

the Army the Freeholders started
Condemnation Proceedings to acquire
a section ofCountyowned Park land in

Mahwah for the installation of a guided
missile station for the defense of the

Metropolitan Area Of the 14 acres of

parkland acquired only about 3 acres will

be used for the installation The rest ofthe

land will be opened to restricted public
use in accordance with Army regulations
The army also said that it would probably
require 100 acres for the installation

The Army also put out for bid a

construction contract to build the base
The base would consist of a Launching
Area and Control Area The launching
area would include of a Guided Missile
Magazine Fuel Storage and Maintenance
Facilities The Control Area will handle
Radartotrack aircraft and equipment to
coordinate the Nike Missiles Tandy and
Allen Construction Co of Hackensack
won the contract with a bid of517500
The contract called for the construction of

storage magazines launching platforms
roads water system and a power plant
The launch area is located near the
property ofthe Immaculate Conception
Seminary in Darlington While the Radar
Installation was located 1000 feet south
ofthe land partially owned by Edward C

Maya The Army reported that it took over

ayear to find an area that Would cause

least disturbance to the Community and
fit the defense plan for the Metropolitan
RegionThey also announced that eighty
seven men would be stationed at the base
Wyckoff News May 13 June20August
12 1954

As 1955 arrived the Army started to

make inroads into the Community This
started off with a talk at the Franklin
Lakes Republican Club A Guided Missile

expert from the First ArmyAntiAircraft
Regional Command spoke at the meeting
He was obtained through the cooperation
of Capt L DeVanzo ofthe Army

The speaker stressed several topics
The first was that the missiles would only
be fired when an enemy is approaching
Second that the missile would not be

shooting down bombers with atomic
bombs overhead The missile is designed
to target bombers before they reach their

targetIIe gave guarded information on

Fall 2004 Bergen County Historical Society
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howthe missile works in conjunction
with the radar The expert explained that
the missile explodes on impact or when
it reaches lethal proximity Information
was also disclosed that the Nike has an

Atomic warhead capable ofdestroying
all aircraft within ahalfmile or more of
the missile He went on to describe the
control site It included a combination
Barracks and Bachelors Officers Quarters
AdministrationBuilding and aMessHall
All are one story aboveground and made
of concrete The Launch Area contains
acombination Barracks and Bachelors
Officers Quarters Missile Assembly and
Test Building and a Generator Building
for Emergency Power Three underground
chambers that are 28 feet deep 52 feet
long and 28 feet wide for the storage of the
Nike Two will be on racks on the surface
while the third is on elevators to bring
the missiles to the surface WyckoffNews
March 3 April 7 1955

Near the end of 1955 10 soldiers
arrived at the under construction Franklin
Lakes Base They were lead by SSgt
William Shoemaker He came with a

Medic one Corp one Pvt 1st Class and
six Pvts They were under the command
ofCapt Herbert Anthony At the time the
Military designation ofA Battery ofthe
43d AAA Missile Battalion NIKE was

given to the base
Wyckoff News September 22 1955
Capt Herbert LAnthony wasborn

Sept 4 1923 in Berlin NYHe went to
school in Sidney NYHe entered the

Army in January 1942 and served in the
386 AAA AWBN at Camp Edwards
Mass He participated in the Louisiana
maneuvers and shipped over seas in

January 1944 to England He participated
in the invasion ofNormandy and on into

Germany All this was accomplished as an

Enlisted mari He received the Bronze Star
in World War 2 along with Purple Heart

and the Croix De Guerre from France He
was commissioned a2d Lieutenant on

Sept 23 1949 at fort Riley Kansas and
then promoted to ls Lieutenant Jan 1951
in England while with the 4AAA AW
BN Then on July 8 1954 he was promoted

to Captain
Capt Anthony was the guest speaker at

the Franklin Lakes Memorial Day exercises
of 1956 His last public appearance was

when he addressed the local PTA He

tallced about the development ofthe Nike
Missile and thenshowed ashort film
dealing with the missile system

The public too reached out to the men

at the base The Wyckoff Post 83 of the

American Legion hosted adinner and
dance at the St ElizabethsAuditorium
The high point ofthe year was the first

public open house at the base Tours of
20 people were lead by Sgt Clifford Day
Itwas announced at that time the base
would be opened to the public and on the
third Sunday ofthe month from 2 PM to
4 PM Visitors could bring cameras if they
wanted At this time the base was in full
operation and armed with the Nike Ajax
missile The base was under the command
of Capt William L Sullivan Wyckoff
News December 20 December271956

Capt WESullivan was born in
Massachusetts He entered the Army in

Jan 1941 and served in the European
Theater in World War 2 He returned to

Civilian life in 1945 and wasrecalled for
the Korean Conflict on 1951 He served
at B Battery at Packanack Lake NJ He
then was given Command of the Franklin
Lakes base Capt Sullivan attended
the 1957 Franklin lakes Memorial Day
Services as principal speaker along with a

Color Guard from the base

WyckoffNews June 8 1957
In May of 1957 the dental Bus arrived

at the base This allowed the stationed

personal to attend to their dental needs
Before the arrival the personal had to

travel to West Point for treatment

WyckojNews May 23 1957
The Officers were not the only ones to

have contact with the public Early in 1958

Gary E Leebeck a 24 year old stationed
at the base appeared before Magistrate A

Edward Hook He fined the soldier 2500
and500 cost ofcourt for driving with
an impropei registration and suspended
the fine and leveled a300 cost of court

an a careless driving charge The Careless
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driving Summons was issued by Ptl John
Bockhorn because Leebeck knocked down
road and street signs at Circle Avenue and
Pulls Ave Leebeck a native ofWisconsin
stated that he was going too fast to make
the curve and another soldier in the front
seat fell against him causing him to lose
control WyckoffNews March 6 1958

This was not the only incident to
involve the soldiers and the law This
incident involved James E Roberts 20 of
Backler Road Liverpool NY He escapedunhurt after hitting a Utility pole at216
Darlington Road in Ramsey PtI John
Alberse sighted him for driving as fast
as 70 miles an hour blowing a fire and
skidding 175 feet then hitting the pole
Wyckoff News September 9 1958

The local Government also took
an active interest in the base A safetyinspection involving Civil and Militaryofficials as well as then Franklin Lakes
Mayor John I DeKorte reviewed the
precautions at the base This was in
response to the explosion of8 Nike
Missiles at Leonardo Base that claimed
10 lives in Middletown Township in
Monmouth NJThey were assured
that this could nothappen at this base
WyckoffNews May29 1958

In 1959 the base started to upgrade
the installation with the Nike Hercules
Missile The missile equipment arrived byrail and off loaded by crane at asiding at
the Susquehanna Station in WyckoffNJ
and trucked to the base The main missile
components were shipped to Campgaw
Station and convoyed under guard to the
base WyckoffNews April 30 1959

The 1960 Memorial Day Parade was
a high point for the Base The soldiers
attending the parade brought with them
a Nike Ajax on its transporter After the
function a public viewing of the missile
was held At the display it was stated
that the Hercules Missile in now at the
base and is 4 times the size of the Ajax
From 1961 to 1968 a rifle Squad always
participated in the parade Upon arriving
at the memorial they would take part in
the firing of the salute to the fallen

WyckoffNews June21960 June

81961 May29June 6 1962 May 4 1964
June 3 1965 May 26 1966 May 29 1968

The base continued todo public
outreach programs Capt Guy
DeChandease now the commander of the
base gave a talk to the Junior Chamber of
Commerce ofOakland He spoke on Civil
Defense and showed a film of the Nike
Hercules andZeus Missiles He then held
a question and answer period WyckoffNews August 3 1961

The year 1964held another high pointfor the base It was at this time that 1St SgtWilliarn A Leonard received his first Oak
leaf Cluster to his Army commendation
Medal The citation accompanying the
metal stated Sgt Leonard was commended
for unusual professional competence
outstanding leadership ability and
exceptional outstanding leadership abilityand exceptional resourcefulnes resultingin the high state ofcombat readiness
for his unit Battery Commander Capt
George S Gregory III presented the award
WyckoffNews July 30 1964

In 1968 the base personal were againin the news This time Ronald McCabe
a solder at the base lost his license for 90
days for speeding Ptl Richard Canova
clocked McCabe going 95 miles an hour
on Route 208 McCabe paid a15 dollar
fine and 5 dollars cost of court

WyckoffNews May 26 1966
The base opened to the public for the

last time in 1968Onthis Memorial Daythe public was given a hardy lunch shown
a movie about the Nike and toured the
base Later this year the base was turned
over to the New Jersey Air National Guard

WyckoffNews May 16 1968 August
22 1968

The base closed officially on June
30 1971 At that time it was the second

largest in the country It was in operation
for 15 years The base land in Franklin
Lakes fora time reverted temporarily to
the General Services Administration The
Mahwah acreage reverted to the county
The personal left and the missiles were

removed After that the base passed into
history Wyckoff News March 11 1971

In reality the base was more than the
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people knew It was known as NY 9394
orRAMSEYDARLINGTONMAHWAH
It was known as aDOUBLE SITE That
is a site that has six launch sections and
twentyfourlaunchers

The base was built around the Nike
Ajax missile They had an altitude of
60000 feet Later the base was upgraded
with the larger Nike Hercules Missile This
missile had an altitude of 100000 feet
During the bases modification between
May 1958 and May 1959 the base gained
an AN FPS71as an Alternate Battery
Acquisition Radar ABAR This was used
to detect targets at longer ranges attainable
with the Nike Hercules The base also
received the Defense Acquisition Radar
known asANFPA16 The base also held
a command center along with a number
of maintenance and support Buildings All
guarded twentyfourhours a day seven

days a week
ACKOWLEDGIv1ENTS
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for his help in the Technological aspects of
this paper

REFERENCES

Wyckoff News 1954Published by the
Wyckoff News WyckoffNJ
March25 May 13June 20August 12

Wyckoff News1955
March3 Apri17 September 22

Wyckoff News1956

May 17November 8 Dec 20 Dec 27

Wyckoff News1957May 23 June 6

Wyckoff News1958 Maz 6May 29 Sept 4
Wyckoff News 1959 Apri130
WyckoffNews1960 June 2

Wyckoff News1961 June 8

WyckoffNews1962May 3l

WyckoffNews1963 May 29 June 6

Wyckoff News1964 May 4 July 30

Wyckoff News1965June 3

Wyckoff News1966 May 26
Wyckoff News1968 May l6 May 29 Aug 22

Wyckoff News1971 Mar 1 l

Bergen County HistoricalSociety
PO Box 55 RiverEdge NJ 07661

2013439492

wwwbergencountyhistoryorg
Deborah Powell Kevin Wright

editors layout
Items for the newsletter may be submitted

to D Powell Attn Newsletter at

69 Christie Ave River Edge NJ 07661

or emailed to dspowellCoptonlinenet

continued from page 14

I have several favors to ask We are

looking for someone to handle hospitality
at our lecture meetings We are always
looking for docents and general helpers
at HNBL to assist with our visitor
services Lifestyles have changed over

recent decades and the number of active
participating members has declined
There are never enough hands to do the
work and we are grateful for any and
every contribution oftime and talent A

membership drive is my highest priority
We need your support and value your
membership Please

spread the word
and join ourvery
special community a

interest Remember
the past cannot
speak for itself and
cannot save itself

Help us extend the
lessons of history to

another generation
I hope to see you

soon Best regards K

Wright
BCHS PreSlderit Effigy pipefound in Hackensack in1871

continued from page 4

tending afire and other adventurers
Finally the visitors arrived at the Campbell
Christie tavern and delivered the written
news report to the jovial innkeeper Todd

Braisted who was so overjoyed at the news

of an American victory that he ordered a

round of hot cider and fresh donuts to tie

visitors onthe house no less Then friend
and foe alike joined our visitors to sing
rousting tavern songs as we all celebrated
A happy time was had by all Huzzah

Our visitors agreed that they had a fine

time This has been the third year that
Tina Ishihara has so ably produced and
directed the event and all agreed that it

has been the best year yet
Submitted by Louis A Fallon

Newsletter printed at Tech Repro Inc Hackensack
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The Roll ofHonor ofFranklin Lakes Methodist Church
by Jack Goudsward

TheRollofHonor wasborn ofthe conflict
of the 20th century Itwasconceived afterWorld
War 1 to honor those who served and fell in the
defense of their country This is the story of the
dedication of the Roll ofHonor of the Franklin
Lakes Methodist Church

The roll is made of Parchment printed in

color by KievitSigns bfPaterson NJ axed large
enough to Bold fiftyfour names The roll was

presented to the church by the Pulis familyand
washung in the Church Hall At the timeofthe
dedication it held thirtythree names of men

from Franklin Lakes It would eventually hold
the names offiftytwo men and one womaniri
service They were listed in order of their call
to service

At 730 pm on Sunday Night Apii 4
1943 the Dedication Cerennony was held The

Rev Harry Goodrich Pastor of the Methodist

Church conducted the service and welcomed

the families ofthe men servingThe families
of the men serving were given seats of honor
He also welcomed all the visiting families Jacob
Smith organist along with members of the
Senior and Junior Choirs provided the music

The full service had a martial air and a patriotic
keynote

The guest speaker was Chaplain Olsen
Harrison Chaplain Harrison was a Methodist

Chaplain assigned to the 502 Coast Artillery
stationed in Faii Lawn NJ The Chaplain came

from Kentucky and could speak Latin Greek
Spanish and Hebrew He held bothABand BD

degrees After his assignment with the 502 Coast

Artillery wascompletedhe went to Washington
DC and became part ofthe 884th AAA Blt Later

he transferred to the5thArmy 71St Infantry at

Fort Benning Ga He

then was transferred

to the 5th Armys71st
division of the XX

Corp and was sent

to Europe There he
crossed the Danube
at Regensburg with

the Army going into

Austria His Army
career ended on825

1946 After the war he

Lt Harrison returned to Kentucky

The Roll ofHonor also survived the war

Today it resides in the Archives of the Methodist
Church The members inscribed on the roll all
returned to Franklin Lakes at the end of the
war
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APPENDIX A ROLL OF HONOR
FromThe FRANKLIN LAKES METHODIST CHURCH

GEORGE P WELSCH

ROBERTTORDEN
WILLIAM P KALFFr
CHARLES A WINTERS

LYLE BADKIN
WILLIAM FORREST

MELVINWINTERS

VtNCENTALDROSE

KERMIT E ALDER

WILLIAM COSGROVE
GEORGECVOODS

HENRY VAN BROOKHOVEN

ALBERT H COSGROVE

WILLIAIvi R WILSON

RICHARD1GASS
Edw GZINSMESTER

WALTERAHL

ERNEST R CUMMINS
EDWARD GORMAN
GEORGESTORRER
MARTIN A AHL

JOSEPH C VAN DYKE

GEORGEVAN HEEST

J ROBERT4YOODHOUSE
Wm HERBERT PULIS

ALBERTUS TIETSMA

OWEN E COYLE

LEA M WOODS

DONALD VAN SCHAIK

LOUIS STRESr

HAROLDCOSGROVE

IOHN HOWARD PAYTTE r
MARGUERITE LOVELAND

OHN AHL

RUSSEL AEDWARDS
NILUAMVAN DYKE

KENDALL WCHLTON

JOHN BNCHOLS

OTTOSHFTNER

WILLIAM EDWARDS

DELBERT TETER

ABRAMCONKLN

WILLIAM T GASS

RUDOLPH H CONKLIN

tOHN PETERSON

DOUGLASTETER

HAROLDLOSS

VALENTINE STORMS

NORMAN WINTERS

RALPH HOPPER
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To Honor Our Heros
t i3 by Jack Goudsward
t

ABSTRACT
The War Memorial was an outgrowth ofthe Global conflict of the last century

War Memorials took the form of Statues Bronze Plates andTablets alli
to honor the fallen and those who returned This project wasundertaken

to document the locations and history ofthis townsMemorials
This is the story ofthe numerous war Memorials ofFranklin Lakes New Jersey

C

i
i7
C

C

i

M

p9W

j

Y z

THE MEMORIALS
The first Memorial was built in 1928 at the
corner of High Mountain Road and Colonial
Road Itstood next to the then Crystal Lake Inn

Cris Carlough constructed it of local stone It

was erected to honor Zachariah Masker Fig
1 The Memorial consisted of a bronze oval

tablet with his name and date of death Fig 2
At the base was aLions Head through which a

stream of water flowed Zackariah Masker was

the caretaker on the Mackenzie Estate and was

living with his sister in Crystal Lake when World

War 1 was declared He lost his life during the

advance through Bois DOrmont in France

From 1928 to T941 only a small service was held
at this Memorial That changed in 1942 when
the town held its first organiied iVlemorial Day
Celebration
The first Memorial Day Program opened with

an Invocation by Rev Harry Goodrich of the

Franklin Lakes Methodist Church The Massing
of the Colors followed this and the Hawthorne
Band played the National Anthem Mayor
Samuel Bowers headed the dedication of the

towns SERVICE FLAG This flag held a star

for each of the towns residents who were in

service Atthe conclusion the Hawthorne Band

played God bless America Ra1phHendrickson
the Borough Attorney presented the keynote
address Those placing Floral Tributes at the base
of the Memorial were Mrs Catherine Israel
sister of Zachariah Masker Mrs Harry Snyder
presented for the Wyckoff American Legion
Auxiliary and Mrs H Payne presented for the

Rainbow Garden Club The Hawthorne Band

played appropriate music The Firing Squad
fired the Ceremonial Salute followed by Taps
The ceremony concluded with a benediction by
Rev Harry Goodrich Celebrations were held at

this memorial until 1962

In 1949 a bronze marker was affixed to a large
boulder thatstood next to the then Municipal
Building Fig 3 It was located where the towns

Roll Of Honor stood during the Second World

War The marker held the names of all those

who saw service during both wars During this
period services were held at both Memorials
In 1962 a portion of the Masker Memorial was

then moved to Firemens Field
Fig 4 The Memorial now consisted of a

Concrete Block with the Lion Head affixed to it

The Oval Tablet from the Crystal Lake Memorial

was given to and remains in the care of the local
VFW Once again the tradition of two services
continued
In 1983 the last service was held at the 1949

Memorial at the Municipal Building and

the Masker Memorial at Firemans Field

The Grand Marshall was J Nevins McBride
The parade consisted of several Mechanized

Units of the National Guard the VFWs APC

Armored Personnel Carrier Smokey the

Bear the Hawthorne Fire Dept Band Ramapo
High School Band as well as various Borough
Organizations
In 1984 a single Memorial was erected next to

the VFW Hall Fig 5 Since then thetown has

had only one MemorialService But the route of

the parade to the current Memorial still follows

part of the original route along Franklin Ave

The otherthreeMemorials were decommissioned
and taken down The site ofthe 1928 memorial
is now under an Earthen Berm for Route 208

The 1949 Memorial boulder was removed from
its location to make way for the expanded
driveway into the Franklin Ave School The

1962 Masker Memorial site at FiremensField

was removed and the Trees that surrounded it

were cut down

This is the story of the various War Memorials

of Franklin Lakes and the different places where

they were located and where the services were

held
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The Cis an Defense ofFranklin Lakes
by Jack Goudsward

3

L
i1

li

L
L

i

1

World War II was not fought only on foreign
shores but right here at home The Civilian
Defense of America was homegrown and felt

in each and every hometown It reached into
the local fire and police departments schools

and homes It touched every person in the

community
In May 1941 President Roosevelt created

the Office of Civilian Defense OCD
coordinatinganumber ofprograms and millions

of people who wished to defend theirhomes
Cohen166

This is the story of the Civilian Defense of
Franklin Lakes

As 1942 opened a sharp realisation set in

that America was at war To prepare itself for the

devastation that was seen iri Europe The Office
ofCivilian defense was organized

Most people believedthat the Civilian Defense
of Franklin Lakes was

formed after the attack
on Pearl Harbor But

that is far from the

truth On Jurie 91941

Mayor Samuel Bowers

appointed a Defense

Council Samuel
Bowers is the first

appointed mayor in

town history He took

over from WH Ainlay
who died in office The

original members were

Mrs Charles Gorman
BiAYARSMQ1LBCCVER5

secretary Mrs William

Hill in charge of the Womens Siren Operation
Mr William Pulis 1Vr James DeKorte and Mr

Edward MaychairmanLaterEdward May was

named Commander NolWilliam Puls No 2
and James Dekorte No 3 They were appointed
for active duty during any air raid or emergency

The next step was to review the resources of

the town and apply them in the most efficient

manner The police and fire departments were

the first groups reviewed The fire company had

78 men all under the Chief Edward Gorman The

police had 1I reservists under the corritnarid

of Chief August Bender Both groups received

valuable training from both chiefs who were

receiving training form the government Chief

Gormanwas called to active duty and his post of

fire chief was filled by Mr HQ Hopper
Attention then turned to creating the response

groups which were newly formed organizations
First was the office ofAir raid warden headed

by Mr Lyle Badkin Under him there were 13

zone wardens who in turn had three wardens

working in each section of town
The Transportationand Evacuation committee

was organized by MrHSDunning He compiled
a list of cars and trucks that could be used for

emergencies He had at his command 11 station

wagons that could beused as ambulances SO

trucks that could be used by other departments
for defense and 360 Cars that could be used for

evacuation
The medical department was first headed by

Dr William Bower He started the first aid classes

But his duties in jerseyCityprevented him from

giving the necessary time to this work so Dr

AJDelario took over Under his direction 12 aid
stations and an emergency hospital were set up

Each station had a captain and 12 workers Each
station could handle l 2 distinct accidents

The hospital had 25 beds and was equipped to

handle all types ofoperations The nursinggroup
was headed by Mrs Edward Clark She was a

registered nurse and had four registered nurses

under her
The road repair decontamination demolition

rescue bomb squad and messenger squads
were overseen by Mr Roy Bender He had at his

disposal several truckstoaid in these endeavors

The messenger group was augmented with Boy
and Girl Scouts and children from ages 1621

They could carry communiques from the affected
areas back to the command center so appropriate
action could be taken The Boy Scout were part
of the BOY SCOUT EMERGENCY SERVICE

CORP To be part of the Corp he had to be a First

Class Scout and hold a number of the higher
merit badges The children from 16 to 21 years

ofagehad to be able to walk ride a bike or drive

a motorcycle or car The salvage committee was

headed by Mr Kenneth Broseman The salvage he

collected with the help of local residents helped
defray the expenses of the defense Council

Miss ClaraPulis headed the gasoline and tire

rationing board This entailed a vast amount

of detail work She had a staff of six typists to

assist her in this undertaking Mrs William Hill

and Mrs Lyle Badkin assumed command of

the woman siren operation Their duty was to

operate the siren in the case of an air radThe

woman would operate the siren in shifts of two

woman from 6A1v1 to 9PM Then the fireman on

duty would take over from 9PM to 6AM

Once all the personal were in place attention

turned to how and where to house the operation
The first place chosen was the first Municipal
Building This building was ideal for the

command centerWithin its walls held the fore
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company police room fire siren and its central
location made it the right choice Later anaircraft

lookout post was set up on the roof
Next small aid stations were set up in local

homes and the emergency hospital was located
in the Sunday school room of the Methodist
church This well stocked hospital had 25 beds

and could handle a number of injuries With all
the defense workings in place Franklin lakes was

ready for its first big test Wyckoff News January
131941 January 11942 January 15 1942 April
2 1942 April 301942 June 111942 August
61942 Messengers handbook 1941 Boy Scout

Emergency Service Manual 1941
On Sunday March 1 1942 Franklin Lakes held

possibly the first municipal air raid drillin Bergen

County The details of the drill were worked out

by ChiefAir Warden Lyle Badkin and his assistant

James Cleary The concept behind this drill was to

test the full range of the organization
At 200 PM the standard yellow flash was

given Soon after the blue and then the red
flashes followed According to the plan at 216

Air Warden Herman Jost reported an incendiary
fire on Pulis andOld Mill road where two people
were hurt One fire truck and a station wagon

used as an ambulance were dispatched by Chief
Gorman

A second call came in from Warden Dan

Ringers who was on duty on Circle Avenue his

report told ofextensive bomb damage to the road

and two people hurt A fire truce and station
wagon were rerouted around Franklin Ave to the

affected area

A third report came in from the area of

Woodside Avenue where Warden McKinlay
Adamson was on duty His report told of two

people trapped in a burning car by a fallen tree

When the rescue team arrived they found the

scene just as it was reported A small tree was

set against the car with two people in it but the

warden did not set it on fire

Arnold Walder reported from his post on

Ewing Avenue that an incendiary fire was

burning A fire truck and ambulance were sent

to the area

The longest trip was made to the home of Dr

Spickers on Franklin Lakes Road where Warden

CA Grossbeck reported an incendiary fire This

trip was two and a half miles from headquarters
and was done in under sixminutes

The last report came from Colonial Road and

was turned in by warden E Lunde His report
told of people trapped in a burning house

Rescue apparatus was dispatched to the area

After each report the crews would return to

the fire hall and their times were given This

drill demonstrated some problems One was that

some wardens were not at their posts when the

trucks arrived however the drill showed that 22

of the air raid wardens called in and the police
reserves were at their posts directing traffic All

the rescue vehicles responded and the Defense
Council felt that the test was success Wyckoff
Flews March51942

On April 15 1942 a statewide blackout was

held This test covered approximately 1500
square miles and incorporated the most heavily
populated and industrialized area in the state

This test was observed by both Army and state

officials This test all nondefense traffic was

halted All defense personal were to be at their

posts a halfhour before the teststarted Franklin
Lakes did very well in this drill Wyckoff News

Apri19 1942
The Civilian Defense had its first public display

when a number of its members participated in

the towns first Memorial Day parade in May 30
1942 At this parade the towns service flag was

presented As more of the towns residents were

called to go to war the town fathers produced
a service flag This flag first held the nacres of

the first 50 men of the town to go into service

As each resident left a star with his name on it

was placed on the flag This tradition was kept
throughout the war Wyckoff News May 28

1942 June 4 1942
On October 17 1942 on the grounds of the

then Municipal Building the service flag was

dedicated at a well attended ceremony The

defense Councils members appeared with tlheir

units wearing their armbands Both Boy and

Girl Scouts along with the local school children

participated in this event Wyckoff News March

12 1942October 8 1942 October 15 1942
During that time the only real problem was

the staffing ofthe command center This problem
was brought about by the need for more men in

the defense industry In the original plan women

volunteers would operate the siren from 6AM to

9PM then itcould be sounded by the fire men on

duty the rest of the time The idea was put forth

to move the siren operation to the Hopper house

next door to the center But John Hopper could

not give up his fulltime employment to man

the post 24 hour a day So after great discussion
it was decided that the women volunteers would

increase their time at the post and the post was

not moved It would remain in the Municipal
Building for the rest of the war Wyckoff News

July 161942 July231942
The Defense Councils time was not always

taken up with the defense of the townIn

September they took time out to hold an outing
at Shadow lake Beach Club A ball game as

well as food was enjoyed by all the 200 people
that attended the outing But that changed at

430 pm when a cannon sounded This was

Bergen County Historical Society Winter 2003
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to call to duty the defense personal This was

a public demonstration of the defense units
Four Casualties were rescued from a burning
building To add realism to this demonstration
the victims were doused with ketchup and

charcoal They were treated by the first aid

crew and then removed from the scene by two

ambulances to the hospital on the grounds
The Fire reserves put out the fire Police

reserves and Air Raid Wardens handled the
crowd

This was the last public outing held at Shadow
Lake because it was then closed for the duration
of the war Wyckoff News September 30 1942

In November members from the Civilian
Defense Units were on hand at the dedication
of the towns Roll of Honor It stood on the

grounds of the then Municipal Building and

held the names of the first fifty men to go into
service from the town The Roll was presented to

the town by Councilman John J DeKorte and his

father James DeKorte
At the ceremony Kathryn Melville made

the preseritation and Evelyn Cosgrove did the

unveiling
As 1943 dawned the nation as well as Franklin

Lakes was getting into the flow of the war Ration

books were distributed and committees were

setup for the various fund drives This did not

interfere with the duties of the Civilian Defense
Thefirstblackout test for the year showed some

confusion Most of the confusion resulted from

the lack of knowledge on the publics part Most

did not know what to do during the different
alarms The biggest problem was leaving lights
on during the red flash This test was considered

a success because the wardens were on duty and

the public cooperated with them Thesecond was
a Wednesday afternoon and tested the full range

ofsupport Staged throughout the town the test

dealt with all that could happen in a real attack
and focused on injuries The injured first moved

to one of the 12 aid stations around town The

least injured were given first aid at the station
The more seriously injured were moved to the

emergency hospital for treatment thereAt the end
of this drilla few minor problems were noted but

high praise was given to all for their performance
Wyckoff News April 1S 1943 July 1 1943 July
81943

With this all in place war nerves were still

high In July the air watch in the Wyckoff tower

noticed smoke A call was placed to the police
department who relayed the message to the fire

department After some time riding around the

Borough the smoke was found John Van Houten
wasburning trash on his farm on Franklin Lakes
Road a mile from the tower This was the smoke
that had been reported Wyckoff News July 1

1943
Im addition to marching and drilling the

Defense Council also had the responsibility to

keep the public informed of new defense orders
The first of these was the ban on driving This
would free up gasoline needed to defend the
town in case of attack The other was the

obscuring of headlights This order came
from the Office of Civilian Defense and was

signed by Governor Charles Edison Theorder
established the way lights were to beobscured
and the areas were they were permitted The
Council also informed the public when

the restriction was lifted later that year
Wyckoff News April 1 1943 November 4

1943
A Memorial Service was held in 1943 and

was well attended This was not expected
because of the ban on driving At this service

speeches weremade and tributes to the fallen

were placed onthememorial Once again the

Defense Council had a large turn out It was nor

the only time tributes were given out this year On
his visit to the Borough Council meeting PFC

Edward Gorman was presented with his old Fire

Chief Badge This was done in gratitude for his
service to the town as chief During his term thc
fire company became part ofthe Civilian Defense

of the town He was later recalled to Fort Jacksor
Mississippi His post was filled by HQ Hopper
Wyckoff News May S 1943 May 27 1943 June
3 1943

As the drive toward victory in Europe slowly
went forward thoughts and efforts turned to

other things Salvage drives were intensified
This had many functions First it formed a sense

of togetherness all the people working and

contributing to victory Second it also removed a

large amount ofgarbage from the town and this

brought needed funds into the town

In the area ofbonds and loans Franklin lakes

had a lot to be proud of Its citizens reached
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deep into their pockets in this endeavor This

effort even reached down to the grammar school
students of the town They were presented with
the SCHOOLS AT WAR FLAG This was done

because 92 of the students bought bonds
and stamps At the time they received the flag
they had raised 333575in bonds for that year
Wyckoff News January 23 1944 June 1 J944
July 13 1944

A large attendance was seen at the Memorial
Service of 1944 Most of the Defense Council
members turned out in their armbands to

march along the mile route to the memorial A

somber addition was made to this years march
An honor guard of four local boys carried a

SERVICE MANS FLAG This flag rested
on the coffin of the fallen soldier at his burial

Wyckoff newsJune 1 1944
As the war came to an end life got back to

normal The last salvage drive wasdorLewith great
successThe Defense Council wasdisbanded The

town prepared to welcome its sons home from

battle and look to the future
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The Ackerman Sawmill Site
Franklin Lakes New Jersey

Jack Gottdsward
350 Valley View Drive North

Franklin Lakes New Jersey 07417

Abstract

A cultural resource investigation of the ca 18301890
Ackerman Sawmitl site in Franklin Lakes New Jersey was

arried out to evaluate the results of construction activities

of the New York Susquehanna and Western Railroad This

rr Ysearch included a documentary research program and a

rmited archaeological survey
tttt

he purpose of this study was to identify and interpret
the existing remnants of the saw mill site as well as to

understand the sites history and its place in the industrial

history of Bergen County The documentary research includ

ed adeed search tax ratable review and technical and cen

sus data study The archaeological survey documented the
remains of the mill and evaluated the impacts of recentfraiiroad construction on the site

Introduction

This industrial archaeological investigation was carried

out in the town of FranklinLakes in thenorlhern partol
Bergen County The Ackerman Sawmill was located on the

Pond Brook a tributary of the Ramapo River Figures 1

and 2 The location of this site first came to the attention

ofthe author when he conducted volunteer research in con

junction with a cultural resource survey of the area for the

Bergen County Division of Cultural and Ilistbric Affairs
Whnn the anthnr learned of nrooosed construction on the

site as part of an upgrading of the facilities of the New

York Susquehanna and Western Railroad further research

was carried out to document and understand the site as it

existed before the construction could impact it A program
of site survey and mapping combined with a literature

review of sawmill technology documented the layout of

the mill and some of the changes and improvements made

during its operation Historical research detailed the age

and ownership of the mill site It also provided insight
into the role played by this rural industry in the develop
ment of the local agricultural community

Historical Background
The Ackerman family were among the first Dutch set

tlers to receive land grants in what is now Bergen County
New Jersey In 1727 Johannes Lawrence Ackertnan of Sad

dle River purchased 444 acres in what is today Franklin

Lakes The next year he released to his brother Jacobus L
Ackerman half of this tract Johannes property was situat

ed in what later became the Crystal Lake section of

Franklin Township Johannes Ackerman built a small

house there sometime before March 19 1737 when his

first son was born This house located a short distance

from the future mill site was razed in 1890 and another

built in its place Ackerman Homesteads 197684

According to local oral tradition John L Ackerman

son of Lawrence Ackerman and grandson of Johannes

Lawrence Ackerman was the individual who built the Ack

erman sawmillAreview of the tax ratables for Franklin

Township Bergen Countyindicates that in the year 1822

John L Ackerman was taxed for a sawmill In 1824 upon

the death of his father he inherited the site of the family
homestead Lawrence Ackerman Will Bergen County
Wills and PYObate LiberC37
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A road return dated February 12 1830 shows the origi low shedlike structures with an open end near the water
stuvey of the proposed road from Ramapo to Pompton wheel Weiss 196576 Zimiles 197364 Later Bergen

New Jersey including a written description of the land A County maps 1861 and 1876 show the sawmill and the
mill and o ktns 1861 Pease 187ttddrawn map accompanying the road return shows the P P

tYrmill of John L Ackerman sitting on the banks of the On June 3 1841John L Ackerman sold all his land to
and Brook The mill was depicted as a long low struc his son James J Ackerman In this deed JohnLAckerman
t re Bergen County Road Return E 223 This conforms states that the line is to start beginning at Pond Brook

ith the traditional design of sawmills which were long near the miff late of Lawrence Ackerman Bergen Deeds x
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C4464 This could mean that the mill was built by John
Acketmansfather Lawrence Ackerman andwas then oper

gated by John L Ackerman This would confirm part ofthe
family tradition which states that John L Ackerman had a

mill but would apparently argue against his having built
themill

James J Ackerman sold the sawmill and other land to

David J Ackerman relationship not explained on Febru
1 ary 2 1863 Bergen Deeds U5305 David J Ackerman in

ttun sold the land to Priscilla Ackerman relationship not

t explained on March 25 1885 Bergen Deeds W12594
Priscilla Ackerman and her husband John J Ackerman
sold this tract to Henry M Rawson on June 1 1889 Thus
the land passed out of Ackerman family ownership after
more than 160 years

The Public Road survey of 1894 shows a section of

McCoy Road that is no longer in use This section of
roadbed passed within 200 feet of the mill site The road
return shows the mill pond and dam still in existence

Bergen County Road Return MapI305
The Geological Survey of the State of New Jersey

undertaken in the years 18901891 states that H M Ran
son was the owner of a sawmill in the Crystal Lake sec

tion of Franklin Township Vetmeuie 1894Appendix I
The survey also states that this sawmill had a fall of 11
feet and was not currently in use The name Ranson was

apparently a misprint because the deed shows the name as

Rawson

A review of the 1902 Robinson Map for this section of

Bergen County depicts the mill building but does not show
the mill pond This map supports the observations made in

a letter written by George J Ackerman in 1904 about his

visit to Crystal Lake in 1890

At a visit to Crysfal Lake in 1890 I found the old saw mill
still in running order the old wheel log carriage and gearing
still doing service probably the same as when my great grand
father John L Ackerman was accustomed to adjust the logs in

place and saw them into plank and timber The beautiful pond
or lake as it is called surrounded by woods and high hills was

like a huge minor lying flat framed in a wreath of variegated
foliage nestled down among the hills so quiet and unobstru
sive with no sound to be heard save like the breeze rustling
through the leaves or the murmuring of the water falling over

the dam seemed a place fitted for the repose of nature But the
hand of man in the march of improvement like time has

changed all things and the only thing leftnow to mark the

spot of the mill pond is a small brook hat winds its tortuous

course through the meadow on its way to the Ramapo River

Braun 196527

The Atlas of Bergen County Bromley 1912 shows the

mill and the mill pond This map also depicts what appears
to be a mill building however it is not identified as such

An investigation of the US Manufactures Census of

1800 to 1900 shows that within northern New Jersey the

number of sawrills and gristmills at the beginning of this

period were about the same As better woodlands were

deforested and the number of lumber companies with large
land holdings increased small sawmills could not com

pete The 1900 Manufactures Census states the timber

suitable for milling has been removed and a large propor
tion cleared for cultivation New Jersey now contains
however much valuable secondgrowth timber The cut is

not large and lumbering is not an important industry
US Manufactures Census 1900 The depletion of nearby
woodlands combined with the growth of large lumber

companies may explain why the Ackerman Sawmill ceased
operation in the late 1800s

Field Investigation
The field investigation consisted of a pedestrian survey

followed by the mapping of the extant remains of the mill
and its related features No subsurface testing was under
taken The survey had the following objectives to identify
the remains of the mill building and to search for exposed
artifacts such as mill tools Careful measurement of the
mill dams was completed and they were examined for
repairs or improvements In addition the impact of the
upgrading of the New York Susquehanna and Western
Railroad on the site was also assessed

The Ackerman Sawmill site lies approximately 200 feet
west of New Jersey Route 208 It is located along the

steepest grade of the New York Susquehanna and Western
Railroad Figures 1 and 2 The soils of the sawmill site

are alluvial and contain stream deposited sand silt and

clay The areasvegetation is a mixed woodland the domi
nant trees being maple and birch Krause 1980 The site is
set in a valley created over the centuries by the erosion
from the flow of the Pond Brook The mill exploited the
natural contours of the land by damming the brook at its
narrowestpoint Figure 2

The survey revealed a small earthen dam located just
south of the mill site Figure 3 This section of dam is 29
feet long 29 feet wide and 6 feet high It was built of
rubble and earth Along the south side of the dam is a laid
stone wall facing the mill pond This was held together
with an early form of Portland cement tNewlon 1976
The functioned of this wall was to prevent water from
eroding the earthen dam This section of the dam ends close
to a sharp slope near the old road that served the mill

Two features were encountered near the base of the dam
close to the brook The first was a set of beams laid into
the stream bed These beams could have been part of the

housing for a water wheel although another pair of sup
ports is missing The second feature consists of a two

course drylaid stone wall Its location indicates that this
was also part of the wheel pit A large boulder used in the
construction of this section of dam protects the wheel pit
from erosion On the downstream side of the dam a broken
cant hook was recovered These artifacts were used to roll

logs into the mill Sloane 197344
The western section of the dam is the largest of all It

measures 61 feet long and is comprised of three sections

Large stones that could have served as erosion protection
now lie in the stream near the washedout base of the west

ern edge of the dam About 26 feet from the east side of
this section a stone apron dam was encountered Figure 4
This is the strongest type of dam known Construction of

early apron dams used stones with wooden aprons exten

ding into the upstream waters The dam at the Ackerman
Sawmill was an improvement on an old design Mortar
bonds the core rocks and Portland Cement secured the
incline This portion of the dam was slightly lower than

the rest diverting water away from the earthen sections

in limes of high water Leffel 1881115
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The dam followed the contour of he land Its height
was 8 feet near the brook with a low of 3feet 6 inches
near the railroad The dam has a slight bow to it on the

upstream side that provided extra strength along its entire

length

Braun Maria S

1965 Franklin Lakes Its History and Heritage Privately
published

Bromley George and Walter S Bromley
Summary and Conclusions 1912 Atlas of Bergen County Volume 2 G H Brom

The Ackerman Sawmill was probably typical of Bergen ley Philadelphia

N Countyshistoric mill sites It was a small familyowned Federal Highway Administration
operation that served the community from1822to 1894

1980Supplemental Study for the Preferred AlternativeDuring thrs time the region was changing from a rural Route I287 from US Route 202 Montville

heavily wooded area to a communily based on farming New Jersey to the New York State Thruway Suf
y As the 19th century drew to a close the high quality fem New York Report on fileat the New Jerseywoods in northernNewJersey vanished As a consequence pepartment of Transportation Bureau of Environ
of deforestation the amountafrunoff increased dcamatical mental Analysis Trenton
ly Ln order o cope with the change in water supply mill
owners adopted different strategies Some millers located Hopkins GH
their mills away from themain stream using long head 1861 Map of the Counties of Bergen and Passaic New

races in order to prevent iheu mills from being washed JerseyH GCory Philadelphia
away in times of flooding Theowners of the Ackerman Krause Jolin and Edward Cristmill apparently attempted to deal with freshets by erect
ing astone and later a cement apron dam Because iC was 1980 Susquehanna New York Susquehanna and Western

tower than the main dam the apron dam allowed excess Railroad Carstens Publishers Newton

water to flow downstream without damaging the mill Lampe HazelA and Rose A Livingston
The apron dam at the Ackerman Sawmill was aided in this

1976 Ackerman Homesteads Waldwick Publishing Com
task by a tong raceway and a flume which further helped

pany Waldwick
carry water away from the building

primordial forest coverFollowing the removal of the 1ffehJames
sawmill owners had to depend on secondary growth forest 188I Construction of Mill DamsJames Leffei and Com

needs of the ntiPThese trees were not adequate for he pant Springfield Ohio
gMost sawmill owners converted to stmilts or srm 1

wentoutof business Tlus economic lrabilitycould explain New JerseyStateArchves
why the Ackerman mill was sold so often in its later life 18601900 The US Manufactures Census 18001900

It may have been too costly toconvert to agristmill US Government Printing Office On File New

The east and west dams are the two mayor survvmg Jersey State Archives Trenton

structural remains of the original Ackerman Sawmill NewlonHoward
They show an Improvement overolder techniques Portland 1976 A Selection of Historic AmericanPapers on Con

and life span ofcement was used to Increase the strength cree 18761926 Published by the American Con
the dams sometime after 1879 The dams and other features Crete Institute Detroit Michiganof the site are inagenerally good state of preservation liut
have been adversely affected by the upgrading of the rail Pease C C

I road bed The Ackerman Sawmill site remains neverthe afg76 Atlas of Bergen County New Jersey Reading Pub
less an important remnant of the industrial history and lishing House Reading Pennsylvania
development of Bergen County
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FRANKLIN LAKES MILL

Capsule History by Jack Goudsward

The exact date this mill was built is not known but is believed

to be about 1723 It is known that the already old mill was rebuilt

by the Yeoman family in 1798 The Yeoman family operated a saw grist

and cidermilluntil about 1888 when the Bender family took over the

operation In 1900 the wooden structure was rebuilt from original

timbers that were identified at that time as going back to the late

1790s The mill was again restored in 1957 by Urban Farms Inc

Military maps used during the Revolutionary War show the struc

ture At that time the flour and cornmeal it produced were probably

key provisions for Washingtonstroops as they moved back and forth

across the area

This mill which was run by water power until it was destroyed

by fire in 1972 had been the Last operating unit of colonial machinery

in Bergen County

Springfed Franklin Lake is about 30 feet deep The water was

channeled into a six foot wide sluice which flowed through the water

wheel This turned a shaft which extended to the top of the mill where

an elaborate complex series of adjustable gears pulleys leather belts

and secondary shafts directed the power to whatever task the operator

planned to perform

One room had a great deal of woodworking equipment lathes drill

presses and small saws In another area was a huge log saw which was

kept busy milling lumber until after World War II The millstone for

the grinding of wheat to flour and corn to cornmeal was also there

though it too had been idle since World War II



r Each fall the local farmers would bring their apple crop to be

made into cider The apples were dumped into a hopper where they were

washed and then carried by the waterpowered conveyor to the top of the

grinding head This chopped the apples into pieces some 58 of an inch

square and then dropped them into a canvas juice conservor which rode

in the pressing conveyor a steel box about three feet square and six

inches deep The conveyor slid under the press on small railroadlike

wheels and then sixty tons of pressure was applied to squeeze the ap

ples It took thirtysixbushels of apples to make one hundred gallons

of cider The cider then flowed to the bottling area

In addition to the operations already mentioned the mill was an

excellent place to have tools sharpened and farm equipment custom made

or repaired Such things as fence pickets posts and wooden ladders

were byproducts of the milling operations


