
Resolution325-14
StigmaFreeZone

WHEREAS theNationalInstituteofMentalHealthreportsthat1in4adultsexperiencemental
illnessinagivenyearand1in17adultslivewithaseriousmentalillnesssuchasschizophrenia,  
majordepression, orbipolardisorder; and,  

WHEREAS approximately20% ofyouthages13to18and13% ofyouthages8to15
experienceseverementaldisordersinagivenyear; and,  

WHEREAS, thestigmaassociatedwiththediseaseofmentalillnessisidentifiedastheprimary
reasonindividualsfailtoseekthehelptheyneedtorecoverfromthedisease; and,  

WHEREAS,  StigmaFreeZonesaimtoinspirepublicinterestandopendialogueaboutstigma,  
raiseawarenessofthediseaseofmentalillnessandcreateaculturewhereinresidentswhohave
thediseaseofmentalillnessfeelsupportedbytheircommunityandneighborsandfeelfreeto
seektreatmentforthediseasewithoutfearofstigma; and,  

WHEREAS promotingawarenessthattherecanbeno “health” withoutmentalhealthwill
breakdownbarriersandencourageresidentsofallagestobemindfuloftheirmentalhealthand
askforhelpwhenneeded; and,  

WHEREAS, localresourcesareavailabletotreatthediseaseofmentalillnesssothatresidents
donotsufferaloneorfeelhopeless; and,  

WHEREAS, establishingStigma FreeZoneswillraiseawarenessofresourcesandencourage
residentstoengageincareassoonastheneedisidentifiedsorecoverycanbegin, hopeis
inspiredandtragediesareavoided; and,  

WHEREAS,  establishingStigmaFreeZonesisconsistentwiththecommunityhealthand
wellnessobjectivesoftheFranklinLakesMayorsWellnessCampaign;  

NOWTHEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED bytheMayorandCounciloftheBoroughof
FranklinLakes, CountyofBergenandStateofNewJersey, thattheBoroughofFranklinLakes
isherebydesignatedasaStigma-FreeZone; and,   

BEITFURTHERRESOLVED thatacopyofthisresolutionwillbesenttotheCountyof
BergenBoardofChosenFreeholders.  

I, SallyT. Bleeker, MunicipalClerkfortheBoroughofFranklinLakes, doherebycertify
thattheaboveisacertifiedtruecopyofaresolutionpassedbytheMayorandCouncilon
the2nddayofDecember2014, at7:30P.M. intheConferenceRoomoftheMunicipal
Building, aquorumbeingpresent.     

December3, 2014

SallyT. Bleeker Date
MunicipalClerk


