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SectionI ExecutiveSummary
ïòï
TheEnvironmentalResourceInventory ERI fortheBoroughofFranklinLakes the
Borough presentedhereinisacomprehensive compilationoftext mapsandgeographic
informationsystem GIS datathatfullydescribetheBoroughskeyenvironmental
resources Aswellaspresentingfactualinformationconcerningtheseresources thisERI
alsoprovidesinformationandguidancepursuanttotheprotection preservationand
conservationoftheseresources Theprimaryobjectiveofthisdocumentistheaccurate
presentationofresourcespatialandstatisticalinformationinaframeworkthatassiststhe
Boroughinfutureplanningdecisions Inthiscontext theERIisintendedtoserveasa
foundationfortheBorough sMasterPlanandprovidecriticaldataused inthecraftingof
resourceconservationmeasuresandthedevelopmentrelatedordinances Inadditionto
providinginformationontheBoroughssensitivenaturalresources thisERIalso
includesaninteractiveGISinterfacetoimprovetheeaseofitsuseintheassessmentof
environmentalresourceprotectioninitiatives planninganddevelopmentrelatedimpact
analysis TheERIalsoprovidesseveral recommendationstofurthertheenvironmental
goalsofthecommunity Thisfullydigitalformatisintendedtoincreasetheeaseof
periodicallyupdatingthedocumentanditssupportingmaps thusenablingtheBorough s
electedofficials alongwiththe PlanningBoard ZoningBoard Environmental
Commission andotherCommittees tofacilitateenvironmentally soundplanning zoning
anddevelopmentrelateddecisionmaking

ThisERIupdatestheenvironmentalinventorypreparedfortheBoroughinOctober1974
byDr RichardGrahamandDr StephenPostenattheRamapoCollege Environmental
StudiesProgram Thecurrentenvironmentalinventorywillbuilduponthis earlierwork
andevaluatepresentconditions

ïòî — Ý
Thedocumentisdividedintothefollowingfoursections

SectionI Providesasummaryoftheplanningandenvironmentalresources
findingsfortheBorough Thissummaryisbaseduponthevariousdetailed
narrativesandmappingprovidedwithinSectionIIIofthisERIreport In
addition thissectionincludesanoutlineofpotential recommendationstobetter
managetheseenvironmentalresources whichtheBoroughcanconsider
implementing Recommendationscontainregulatoryandnon regulatorygoals
objectives andstrategiestopreserve enhance maintainandrestorethe
Borough senvironmentalandculturalresources
SectionII ProvidesaResourcePlanningandProtectionOverview which
describesstate county andBoroughplanninginitiativesandregulations current
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zoning landdevelopment openspaceplanningandresourceprotection
ordinancesandregulations
SectionIII Providesthe detailedenvironmental inventoryconsistingofGIS
maps data narratives illustrationsanddiagramslocatinganddescribingthe
Borough snaturalandculturalresources
SectionIV Providesabibliographyofdatasources incorporatedand
referencedin theERI

ïòí — Ó
DigitalmappinginformationinaGIScompliantformatwasobtainedprimarily fromthe
NewJerseyDepartmentofEnvironmentalProtection NJDEP GISDataWebSite
However otherGISdatasourceswereutilizedincludingpublicdomainsources Borough
sources andtheBergenCountyPlanningDepartment Inaddition mapping data and
planninginformation andinitiativeswereincorporatedintothisreportfromavarietyof
governmentofficesandthefulllistisprovidedinthereferencesection andthemain
reportsinclude

BoroughofFranklinLakes OpenSpacePlan 2002
BoroughofFranklinLakes MasterPlan 1991 updatedin2004
BoroughofFranklinLakes EnvironmentalResourceInventory 1974
BergenCountyPlanningOffice MasterPlan 1962 75updates website
information
NJDepartmentofCommunity Affairs DCA 2007StatePlan
NJDEP GISDatabase 2002andupdates
NJDEP LandscapeProjectData Updates2008
NJDEP WildlifeActionPlan January2008
HighlandsCouncil HighlandsRegionalMasterPlan July 2008

AnalyseswerecompletedofvariousGISdigitaloverlaymappingandotherrelevantdata
inordertoevaluatecurrentconditions tohighlightthe changesinthecommunity andto
highlightthevulnerabilityofenvironmentalresourceswithintheBorough

ïòì Ú
TheBoroughofFranklinLakescontainsmanyvaluable environmentalandcultural
resourcesincludinghistorichomesandbusinesses publicwatersupplywells streams
lakesandponds recreationalareas wildlifehabitats forest wetlands floodplainsand
scenicroadways AcomprehensiveunderstandingoftheBoroughsenvironmental
resourceswillfacilitateamoreinformeddecisionmakingprocessregardingplanning
activities environmentalimpactanalyses openspaceacquisitionandpreservation
efforts andotheractivitieswhichmayhaveanimpactonthoseresources The
informationcontainedwithinthisERIisintendedtoeducate guideandbenefit those
interestedinthe longtermprotection managementandpreservationoftheresourcesof
theBorough includingthe MayorandBoroughCouncil PlanningBoard ZoningBoard
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EnvironmentalCommission ShadeTreeCommission otherBorough Committees
residentsandprospectivelanddevelopers

ThisERIshouldbeconsideredbothatoolandareferenceforthe Boroughtodrawupon
inanylanddevelopmentapprovalandorplanningprocess Itsuseshouldtherefore be
promoted andmadeavailabletoresidentsandanyoneseekingtodeveloplandswithin
theBorough Inaddition thisisnotmeanttobeastaticdocument Periodicrevisionsof
thisERIwillbenecessarytoensurethatthe informationcontained hereinisaccurate
currentandreflectiveofongoingchangesinlanduseanddevelopment withinthe
Borough

TheBorough scurrentplanningdocuments summarized inSectionII containexamples
ofthelocaleffortstakentodatetoprotecttheBoroughsenvironmentalresources
Examplesincludepreservationofopenspace parklandsandlakes creatinggreenway
connections developingacommunityforestplan promotingclusterdevelopments
preservingsteepslopes andidentifyinghistoriclandmarksinthecommunity However
residentialandcommercialdevelopmentpressurescontinuetobeplacedonthe Borough
andnewchallenges willariserelatedtopotential redevelopmentandinfilldevelopment
projects BecausetheBoroughsresourceswillcontinuetobesubjecttothe development
impactsanddemands itisimportanttoevaluatethe effectivenessandcomprehensiveness
oftheBorough sresourceprotection regulationsandinitiatives Thefollowingprovides
anoverviewofthefindings existing constraints vulnerabilities andmanagement
recommendationsincludedintheBoroughERI withemphasis placedontheefficacyof
existingresourceprotectionmeasures

ïòº— ô Ü ô Û ˛ Ú
Thissectionprovidesasummary oftheenvironmentalresourcesoftheBorough These
resourcesaresubsequentlymappedanddiscussedasnotedbelowinmoredetailin
SectionsIIandprimarily inSection IIIoftheERI

LocalPopulation AccordingtotheUSCensusandtheBergenCounty
DepartmentofPlanning therecordedpopulationoftheBorough was10422
people in2000 In2007 theBorough sestimatedpopulationwas11576people
within3322households From1990to2000theBorough spopulationgrewby
56 andthehousingstockgrewby88 thatoftheCountyincreasedby
71 Basedonanareaof10squaremiles theBorough spopulationdensityin
2007was11025persquaremile TheBoroughexperiencedtremendousgrowth
during between1950and1970withrecordedpopulationincreasesof60128
WithmuchoftheBorough alreadydeveloped growthstabilized andthe
populationincreasedbyonly1611 from the1980sto2007 Section31

Climate TheclimateoftheBoroughiscategorizedascontinental Annual
precipitationaverages4546inches wintertemperaturesaverage2832degrees
Fahrenheit F andsummertemperaturesaverage69 73 F Climate is
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becominganimportantcomponentofanEnvironmental ResourcesInventory
becausetemperature andprecipitationrangesaffectsall livingorganisms aswell
asvegetativegrowthandhabitatcomposition TheNewJerseyState
Climatologist Dr DavidA Robinson RutgersUniversity explainedin2005that
thereisgrowingevidencethatourglobalclimateischangingasaresultofhuman
activities andthesechangesmayimpactlocalandregionalecosystemsand
society ChangesinourStatesclimatearelikelytoimpactnaturalfloraand
fauna humanhealthandsafety agriculturalproductivity freshwaterresources
tourism transportation andbusinessandcommerce NJClimateReportCard
2005 Section33

GreenhouseGasEmissions TheNJDEPOfficeofScienceandTechnology
publishedareportongreenhousegasemissionsinJanuary2008 Greenhouse
Gases GHGs arevariousatmospheric gasesthatslowthe rateatwhichheat
radiatesintospace andarelinkedtothewarmingoftheatmosphere GHGs
includewatervapor carbondioxide CO methane CH4 nitrousoxide2
chlorofluorocarbons CFCs hydrofluorocarbons HFCs andotherhalogenated
gases TheNJDEPreportsthatCOemissionsareincreasingprimarilyfrom2

fossilfueluse withlandusechangesprovidingothersignificantcontributions
Approximately90 ofNewJersey sGHGemissionsareproduced bytheburning
offossilfuels mainlynaturalgas gasoline dieselfuelheatingoil andother
petroleumderivedproducts Section23and33

AirQuality TheCleanAirActrequirestheUSEPAtosetNationalAmbient
AirQualityStandardsforsixcommonairpollutants includingparticulatematter
ground levelozone carbonmonoxide sulfuroxides nitrogenoxides andlead
Ofthesixpollutants particlepollutionandground levelozonearethemost
widespreadhealththreats The2005NewJerseyAirQualityReport identifies
overallsignificantly improvedairqualityconcentrationsforcarbonmonoxide
lead nitrogendioxide ozone particulatesandsulfurdioxide However the
annualozone levelsinNewJerseyremainsabovethefederalhealthstandard and
BergenCountyhasbeendesignatedbytheUSEPAasanonattainmentareafor
ground levelozone Section34

StatePlan TheNJDepartmentofCommunityAffairsDCA since1992 has
workedwithlocalcommunitiesandcountiestoupdatetheStatePlaneveryfew
years TheStatePlanprovidesguidancetolocalofficialsaswellasdevelopers
wherefuturegrowthanddevelopment isappropriate Theprimarygoalofthe
StatePlanistopromotethe efficientuseofnaturalresources energyand
transportationbyencouragingthedevelopmentorredevelopmentofexisting
urbanareas TheBoroughofFranklin Lakesinitsentiretyisidentifiedbythe
2007StatePlanasaMetropolitanUrbanPlanningArea PA1 wherefuture
growthshouldbedirected Inaddition eventhoughthevastmajorityofthe
Boroughisservicedbysepticsystems theStatePlanidentifiesthe entireBorough
aswithinapotentialsewerservicearea wheresewerscouldsupport growth
BoroughofficialshaverequestedthatthecommunitybereclassifiedasaPlanning
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Area2or3 suburbanorfringearea andBergenCountyhasbeenworkingwith
theDCAtocarefullyconsider theserecommendations Section27 28 35

LandUse Basedonthe2002NJDEPLandUseLandCover LULC dataset
themostrecentvalidated digitaldataset theBoroughhasatotalacreageof
6304acres ThelargestlandusewithintheBoroughisdevelopedurbanlands
andhighwaycorridors whichcover4268acresandcomprise677 ofthe
community Forestsarethesecondmostdominantlandtypewith12309acres
1953 Wetlands arethe thirddominantlandtypewith4643acres 737

Waterbodies lakes ponds streams include2868acres 455 Agricultural
landsinclude206acres 033 and333acreswereidentifiedasbarrenlandsin
2002 053 whichoftenreferstolandundergoingdevelopment Section36

DevelopmentPatterns AlthoughtheStatePlanidentifiestheBoroughasa
Metropolitanarea PA1 themajorityofthedevelopmentincludessinglefamily
residentialneighborhoods withalimitedshoppingcentersandcommercial
officessimilartosuburbanareasPA2orPA3 Residentialinfillandthe
redevelopmentoflotswithlargehomesareoccurringwithintheBorough The
heightandfootprintofmanyofthesenewhomesappearslargerthantheexisting
neighborhoodhousingstock Largerhomescanincreasetheimperviouscoverof
thelot increasestormwaterrunoff reducetheavailablelandforsepticsystemsor
replacementsepticsystems andreducethebuffersbetweenneighboring
residents Section24 25 and37

SteepSlopes TheBoroughisframedbysteepridgeswithslopesgreaterthan
15 alongthenorthwestandsouthernboundaries whichincludesapproximately
11 ofthe community Muchofthesesteeplyslopingareasprovidebeautiful
scenicviewsandprovidewildlifehabitats tostateendangered species Some
housingdevelopmenthasoccurredontheseridges inturncompromisingsomeof
theseattributes Section38and39

ScenicResources Preservingscenicresourceswasidentifiedasagoalinthe
1999HistoricInventoryReportpreparedfortheBorough Ensuringthatthese
scenescanbeenjoyedinyearstocomeis importanttomanycommunity
members In2008 membersoftheEnvironmental Commissionassistedina
visualassessmentoftheBorough inordertoidentifyareasthatcontributetothe
scenicandaesthetic qualityoftheBorough Theseareasincludedscenicvistas
fromhighridges vistasoflakes ponds wetlandsandforestedareas Section
38

GeologicalResources TheNewJersey GeologicSociety NJGS describesthe
BoroughasbeinglocatedwithinthePiedmontProvince whichextendsfromthe
northeastthroughcentralNewJersey ThePiedmontProvinceincludes
sandstone shale andconglomerates whichprovidethefoundationofthebroad
lowlands WithintheBorough basaltformstheintermittentridgesofthe
PiedmontProvince
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TheOrangeMountainBasaltunderlies45 ofthecommunityandthePreakness
Basaltunderlies9 TheFeltvilleFormationisacoarsegrainsandstone
siltstoneandmudstone which underlies33 ofthecommunity andthesiltstone
andshaleofthePassaicFormation underlies14 ofthecommunity Section
310

Aquifers Aquifercharacteristics varydependinguponthegeologicformations
thatoccurintheBorough TheBrunswickaquifer isgenerallyareliablesource of
waterformostdomesticandindustrialusesanditunderlies47 ofthe
communityandisthesourceforthewellsfortheUnitedWaterCompany New
Jersey Theremaining53 ofthecommunityisunderlainbythebasaltaquifer
whichisapooraquifer withlimitedporosityorpermeability Groundwater in
thebasaltaquifermust betransmittedthroughrelativelylimited tightfractures
andjoints Section 310 311

PublicWaterSupplies Theresidentsandbusinessesin theBoroughrely
primarilyongroundwatersuppliesfortheirdrinkingwaterIn2008 thelocal
DepartmentofHealthreportedthat1271homeswithintheBoroughrelyon
privatewellsupplies orapproximately37 ofthehomes Inaddition theUnited
WaterCompanyreportedthat in2008 approximately2165homes inthe
Boroughareservicedbythepubliccommunitywells orapproximately63 of
theBoroughresidents TheUnitedWaterNewJersey websitereportsthatin the
summermonthsthepublicwellsuppliesmaybesupplementedbywaterfrom
theirHaworthPlant Section311

WellheadProtectionAreas Wellheadprotectionareas WHPA aredesignated
bytheNJDEPwithintheBoroughtoprotectpublicwellsandwatersuppliesand
theirsurroundinglandscapesfrom potentialpollutants Thesewellheadareas
identifythreepubliccommunitywellsandthreenonpubliccommunitywells
withintheBorough includingtheUnitedWaterwells TheNJDEPprovides
mappingofthesewellheadareastoprovidelocalplanningofficialsthenecessary
informationtosafeguardwatersuppliesfromcertainindustrial commercial
activitieswhichcould impactvitalwatersupplies Section311

GroundwaterQuality In2002the NJDEPinitiatedthePrivateWellTesting
Actrequiringwelltestingwhenapropertyisbeingsold From2002to2007
approximately1258private wellswere testedinBergenCounty Basedonthese
results 87 oftheprivatewells 50wells inBergenCountyexhibitedelevated
arseniclevels whichoccursnaturallybasedonthe localgeology Approximately
15 19wells inBergenCountyexhibitedelevatedlevelsoffecalcoliformor
pathogens Section311

GroundwaterRecharge TheNewJerseyGeologicSociety NJGS utilizesthe
SSURGOsoildataprovidedbytheNaturalResourceConservationService
NRCS andmodelingtoestimatethe volumeofwaterthatwill infiltrateintothe

PreparedbyPrincetonHydro LLC 11Project 949001documentsERI



EnvironmentalResource Inventory ERI
BoroughofFranklinLakesBergenCounty NJ

August2009
soilbelowtherootlayer Thisinformationcanhelpestimate thepotential
rechargeintothedeepergroundwateraquifers butmuchofthisgroundwater
seepsordischargesintostreamssprings andwetlandsservicingasthebaseflow
fortheseresources Shallowgroundwaterrechargevaluesgreaterthan16inches
peryearwereidentifiedfor12 oftheBorough rechargevaluesof1115inches
peryearwere identifiedfor59 oftheBorough TheNRCSdoesnotprovide
rechargeratesforsoilsthatwerepreviouslydisturbed bydevelopment therefore
rechargeratesfor16 oftheBoroughareconsideredtobe0inchesperyearfor
theunclassified disturbedsoils Giventhattheserechargeratesarebasedon
generalsoilsdata moreaccuraterechargedata canbeobtainedbyconductingsite
specificsoiltestingespecially in previouslydevelopedareasandareaswithsoils
mappedasunclassifiedandordisturbed Section312

SoilSepticSuitability ThewastewatermanagementneedsofBorough
residentsareprimarilyservedbyindividualonsitewastewater septic systems
However aspertheNJDEP NJAC 79A thenativesoils owingtoprevailing
slopes shallowbedrock andorshallowwatertables havevariouslimitations
affectingtheirusefortheconstructionofsepticsystems TheNRCSSSURGO
soilclassifications datadesignatesconditionsunderapproximately50 ofthe
communityasmostsevereforsepticsuitability 11 ofthecommunityis
designatedbytheNRCSassevereforsepticsuitability and20 ofthe
communityisdesignatedaslesssevereforsepticsuitability Thus formostof
theBorough the nativesoilshavelimitedcapacitytoadequatelyrenovate
wastewater Undersuchconditions theNJDEPmandatesthatsepticsystemsbe
constructedusing importedsoilsthatmeetspecificcontentandperformance
characteristics Suchsoilreplacementsepticsystemsenablesthesoilchallenged
areasoftheBoroughtomeetState Countyandlocalsepticsystemdesignand
operationrequirements Section210 313 and314

WastewaterServices TheNJDEPadoptednewrulesforWaterQuality
ManagementPlans WQMP NJAC 715 thatrequireeachcommunityto
adoptaWastewater ManagementPlan in2009 Asnotedabove theresidentsof
theBoroughprimarilyrelyonindividualonlotsepticsystems Wastewatersewer
servicesareprovidedtotheUrbanFarm Shoppingcenter theColonialRoad
SeniorHousingCenter theMillPondApartmentcomplex andtheMedco
commercialoffices TheBoroughiscurrentlydevelopingadetailedWastewater
ManagementPlan Section 210 314

SoilErodibility TheNRCSutilizessixdifferentvariablesundertheUniversal
SoilLossEquation USLE methodtopredictsoilerodibilityincluding Rainfall
andRunoffErosivity SoilErodibilityFactor SlopeLength Slope Steepness
CoverManagement andErosionControl TheNRCSdesignatesHighlyErodible
soilscovering41 oftheBorough PotentiallyHighly ErodibleSoilsarefound
throughout29 oftheBorough NotHighlyErodibleandundefinedsoilsare
foundin21 oftheBorough primarilyalongthelowlyingfloodplains Erosion
canbeminimizedbyenforcingthelocalordinance thatrestrictsdevelopmentand
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disturbancesonsteepslopesgreaterthan15 maintainingvegetativecover and
byrestrictingdevelopmentinriparianareas Section315

KnownContaminatedSites TheNJDEPGIS2005databaseidentifiesKnown
ContaminatedSites KCS locatedwithintheBorough The listofKnown
ContaminatedSitesincludesthosepropertieswherecontaminationofsoilor
groundwaterhasbeenidentifiedbytheNJDEP Someofthesesiteswere
identifiedbytheNJDEPashavingareleasewithgroundwatercontamination
Investigation monitoringand orlongtermremediationorcleanupactivitiesare
invariousstages BecausethisNJDEPdatabaseisoutofdatebyfouryears
thelistofsitesandmappingwasnotincludedinthisreport butthedatawas
providedtoBorough officials TheNJDEPlistKnownContaminatedSitesis
availableforreviewontheirwebsite Section317

Watersheds Thestreams andtributaries withintheBoroughflowtothree
separatesubwatershedareasincludingtheCrystalLakePondBrook
subwatershed MollyAnnBrookandtheHohokusBrooksubwatershed The
streamsandtributarieslocatedintheCrystalLakePondBrooksubwatershedand
MollyAnnBrookwatershedareclassifiedbythe NJDEPasfreshwater nontrout
streams FW2NT TheHohokusBrookdrainstothePassaicRiver andthe
uppersegmentisclassified bytheNJDEPasfreshwater nontrout streams and
thelowersegmentshaveasaline estuarycharacteristicandareclassifiedas
FW2NTSE2 Section319

Streams Thereareovertwentystreams lakesandpondswithintheBorough
TheLULCdataestimatesthatwaterbodiesintheBoroughaccountfor
approximately287acres Thecommunityandvariousneighborhood lake
associations valuethesestreams lakesandpondsassignificantlandmarksand
importantaestheticfeatureswithinthecommunity Thesewaterbodiesoffer
recreationalopportunitiesforswimming fishing boating andskating aswellas
wildlifehabitats forfish turtles raptorsandmigratorywaterfowl Thesewater
featuresofferaestheticscenicviewshedseasilyobserved fromlocalroadways
andhikingpaths Thepreservationoftheirwaterquality aquatichabitats
recreationalusesandaestheticqualitiesareimportanttothehomeowner
associationsandlocalofficials Section319and 320

SurfaceWaterQuality Analyticaldataforthewaterbodieswithinthe Borough
islimited butsomebiologicalandchemicaldataisavailable TheNJDEP
monitorsaquaticbiology andtheNJDEPAMNETbiologicaldatafrom1994
2004indicatethattheHohokusBrookismoderatelyimpairedatOldMillRoad
TheAMNETbiologicaldataassessesthepopulationsanddiversityof
macroinvertebratesthatliveinthestream whichincludesinsects crustaceans
andmollusks Thesource ofthisimpairmenthasnot beenidentified The
HohokusBrookwas alsoidentifiedasroutinelyhavingelevated levelsof
pathogensinthewater whichimpactsswimmingorwadinginthestream The
sourceofthesepathogenscouldbefromfailingsepticsystems geese andordeer
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populations andpetwaste Somesepticsystemsinthiswatershedmayhavebeen
constructedwithinthefloodplain andmayencounterashallowwatertable

ChemicalwaterqualitymonitoringwasconductedforPondBrookandHohokus
Brookduringthe1974ERI Mostofthe dataindicatedgoodwaterquality and
concentrationswerewithinthestatestandards fornutrientsanddissolvedoxygen
Limitedsampling ofHohokusBrookdid indicateelevatedlevelsoffecalcoliform
including downstreamofParsonsPond upstreamofTanneryPond andupstream
ofDeYoes Pond TheHohokusBrookiscurrentlydesignatedbytheNJDEPas
impairedwith fecalcoliform pathogen levelsroutinelyelevatedabovethestate
standards Section320

ImperviousCover TheUSEPAandtheNJDEPsupportstudiespublishedby
theCenterforWatershedManagementCWM thathaveestablishedgeneral
thresholdsformeasuringtheoverallecologicalstatusofstreams Thesestudies
suggestthatonceimperviouscoverexceeds10 ofthewatershed waterquality
impairmentsbecomeevident andat25 30 imperviouscover thestream s
ecologicalfunctionsbecomedegraded Theseimpactsaredirectlylinkedtothe
increaseinpollutantloading rateofstormwaterrunoff andchangesinpeak
volumesandbaseflowsthatoccurasaresultofanincreaseinimperviouscover
Approximately90 oftheBoroughhasimperviouscoveragesrangingfrom0
20 Developedareaswithimperviouscoverrangingfrom2040 accountfor
5 ofthecommunity andthecommercialareaswithimperviouscovergreater
than40 accountforlessthan5 ofthecommunity Section318

Floodplains Floodplainsplayanintegral roleinthe hydrologiccycleofa
region primarilyservingtotemporarilystorefloodwatersduringintense
precipitationevents butmore importantlytoattenuate reduceandslowlyrelease
runoffbackintotheassociatedstreams wetlandsandforestedwetlandareas Two
importantfunctionsoffloodplainsincludethegroundwaterrecharge andwater
qualityimprovement TheFederalEmergencyManagementAgency FEMA
establishedtwostandardfloodzonescommonlyreferred toasthe100yearand
500yearfloodzone The100yearfloodzoneisalsoknownastheFloodHazard
Area andischaracterized withafloodingprobabilityof1 eachyear Thevast
majorityoftheBorough 87 liesoutsideofthefederallydesignatedFEMA
floodzones Approximately613acresor97 oftheBoroughislocatedwithin
theFEMA 100YearFloodHazardArea Theroadwaysandneighborhoods
withinthedownstreamportionsofHohokusBrookencompassthemajorityof
thesefloodzonesandmaybemoresusceptibletofloodingevents Roadwaysand
developmentarealsolocatedwithinthe100YearfloodzonesalongVitales
PondandClarkPond Sections212and321

StreamBuffersandRiparianZones Underthe2007amendmentstotheNew
JerseyFloodHazardAreaControlRules NJAC 713 the streamsdesignated
asFreshwater2NonTrout FW2 NT receivedaprotectiveriparianzoneof50
feet Riparianzonesplayacriticalroleinmaintaining thequalityandecological
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integrityofstreams Buffersprovideprotectionagainstfloods help toameliorate
theeffectsofprolongeddroughts andprovide importanthabitatforrare
threatened endangered speciesin theState Thisriparianzoneisprotectedfrom
beingdisturbedbyfuturedevelopmentsortreeclearing Previously this
protectiveriparianzonewasonly25feet This50footstreambufferwas
mandatedtoprotecttheintegrityofthewaterresourcesandrestrictfurther
encroachments disturbancesorvegetative clearing Thisbufferextends
perpendicularfromeachsideofthestream typicallymeasuredfromthetopof
bank Thisprotectivebufferisapplicabletotheallstreamsandtributariesinthe
Borough Additionally thosestreams withdocumentedthreatenedand
endangeredspecieshaveaminimum150footriparianzoneandthoselistedas
CategoryIasperNJAC 79Bhavea300foot riparianzone Sections211and
212

OpenSpacePreservation TheBoroughhaspreservedover374acresofopen
space includingtherecentlyacquiredtheHaledonReservoirandsurrounding
lands Thisaccountsfor59 oftheBorough TheBorough hasimplemented
manyimprovementsfortheactiverecreationaluseofparklandsandhascreated
pedestrianpathwaysthatwererecommendedinthe2002OpenSpacePlanto
meettheneedsofthecommunity Section322

PrimeAgriculturalSoilsSoilsofStatewideImportance Only20acresof
farmlandremainsintheBorough butthisfarmisnotunderlainbysoils
designatedbytheUSDANRCSasprimeagriculturalsoils TheState
DepartmentofAgriculture theNJDEPGreenAcresProgram andmanyCounties
haveadoptedpreservationpoliciesthatencouragethecontinuedfarmingpractices
onlandswithprimeagriculturalsoilsorsoilsofstatewideimportance Section
322

Wetlands Approximately464acresor73 ofthelandintheBoroughare
categorizedaswetlandsThevastmajority 927 oftheBoroughwetlandsis
describedasdeciduouswoodedwetlands andarefurthercategorizedas
riparian orlocatedalongsiderivers streamsandlakes Theseresourcesare

protectedbyStateregulationsasdefinedbyWetlandProtectionActandRules
NJSA139BandNJAC 77A Developmentordisturbancesarerestricted

withinthewetlandsanda50foottransitionarea orprotectivebuffer For
wetlandswherethreatenedorendangeredspeciesaredocumented thisprotective
transitionbuffercanbeincreasedto150feet Section29 323 and325

Vernalpoolhabitats VernalpoolhabitatsaredefinedbytheNewJersey
wetlandrulesasephemeralwetlandsthatarecharacterizedbyconfined
hydrologicpoolsorbasinsandecologicalfunction Vernalpoolsprovidecritical
breedinghabitat forspecificfrogandsalamanderspecieslistedbyNJDEP and
certifiedvernalpoolhabitatsareprotected fromdisturbancebythewetlandrules
Onevernalpoolhabitathasbeenidentified intheBorough butmanymorevernal
poolsarelikelypresent intheforestedriparianzonesandfloodplains but have
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notyetbeenformallyidentified Futuredevelopmentshouldensurethatforests
andfloodplainsareproperlyassessedtoensure thatthesecriticalbreedingpools
arenotdisturbed Section29and323

ForestHabitats Thereareapproximately12309acresofforestremaining
withintheBoroughor1953 ofthelanduse Themajorityoftheforestedland
consistsofdeciduous forests andthesehabitatsarelocatedprimarilywithinthe
riparianzonesandalongsteepslopedareas andwithinpreservedopenspace
Fragmentationofforestscandegradewildlifehabitatscausingdeclines inthe
populationofsensitivespecies ACommunityForestPlanwascreatedin2008
thatprimarily focusesonthestewardshipfortreehazardsin parklands andshade
treeinitiatives suchasplantingstreettrees The1974ERIincludedadetailed
inventoryofthefloraandfaunaonseveralparcels includingthedominantforest
typeandwildlifehabitatsontheseparcels Thisdatashouldbereferencedand
incorporatedforanyproposed forestinventory Section326

ThreatenedandEndangeredSpecies TheNJDEPhasreportedthatrare
threatenedandendangeredspeciesarepresentintheBorough andincludethe
bobcat barredowl redshoulderhawk timberrattlesnake andmarbled
salamander Speciesofpriorityconcernforconservationarealsodocumentedby
NJDEPandincludetheeasternboxturtle Folwer stoad graycatbird andTiger
Spiketail Thecriticalhabitats fortheserarespeciesincludeforestareasand
forestedwetlands TheCoopershawkandwood turtlewererecentlydocumented
byenvironmentalconsultantsattheHaledonReservoir andthisdocumentation
shouldbesubmittedtotheNJDEPtoensurethatthedataisofficiallymappedand
incorporatedwithintheNJDEPLandscapeProject database Section323

EnvironmentallySensitiveAreas Acomposite ofvariousenvironmentalGIS
datalayerswascompletedfor theBorough Thisanalysisidentifiedparcelswhere
futuredevelopmentmaybeconstrainedbythepresenceofenvironmentally
sensitiveresources regulationsandpolicies thatprotectthesesensitiveresources
Theconstraintsmayincludeareasincludingthe100yearfloodhazardzones
wetlands riparianzones openspace steepslopes wellheadprotectionareas and
wildlifehabitatforthreatenedorendangeredspecies Resources locatedwithin
theseareasareespeciallyvulnerabletolanddisturbanceanddevelopment
activities aswellasimpactsfromnonpointsource pollutantsincluding
hydrocarbons erodedsoil fertilizers pesticides heavymetals androadsalts
Section327

ïòŒ ˛ Ó ˛
Thissection includesanoutlineofpotential recommendationstobettermanagethe
environmentalresources whichtheBoroughcanconsiderimplementing Thissummary
ofrecommendationsisbaseduponthedetaileddescriptionsandmappingofthe
Borough senvironmentalresourcesprovidedwithinSectionIIIofthisERIreport
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Qualityoflifeissuescontinuetobeamajorreasonwhyfamiliesandbusinesseschoose
tolocateinspecificcommunities Accesstoschools businesses transportationhubs
cleanwater parksandopenspacearedesirablecommunityassets Basedontheabove
findings themanagementrecommendationsincludedintheERIare intendedtoassistthe
Boroughinsustainingagoodqualityoflifeandachievingthe followingresource
protectiongoals

Providetheopportunityforeconomicsuccessandsustainability whileprotecting
theresourcesvitaltothe qualityoflifeoftheresidentsoftheBoroughofFranklin
Lakesandthe habitatneedsofflora faunaandwildlife
Protecttothefullestextentpracticalwellheadareasandareasofsignificant
groundwaterrechargeinordertoensureample cleanpotabledrinkingwater
Protecthistoricalsensitive featuresandlandmarksfromdisturbance degradation
anddevelopment
Implementmeasuresthatdecrease theopportunityforthegenerationandrelease
ofpointandnonpointsourcepollutants
Maintain restoreorimprove asneeded thequalityofstreams groundwater air
soil ruralcharacterandoverallqualityoflife
Preserve protectandmaintain large intactareasofnativevegetationfromfuture
fragmentationandreduction
Protectbothregionallyandlocallyimportantspeciesofconcernbyprotecting
habitat maintaining corridorsofmovementandconnectionsamonghabitat and
bymaintainingsignificantecologicalprocessesin protectedareas
Establishandimplementbestmanagementpracticesfortheprotectionofnative
speciesandtheiressentialhabitat

Tobringthesevariousgoalstofruitionwillrequire theimplementationofbothlongterm
andshort termresourcemanagementmeasuresandpractices Theserecommendations
aredesignedtosupportexistingenvironmentalprotectionefforts andtobuildupon
existingzoningandlanddevelopmentregulationsfor theBorough These
recommendationscontain regulatoryandnonregulatorygoals objectives andstrategies
topreserve enhance maintainandrestoretheBorough senvironmentalandcultural
resources

LandUseOrdinances TheBoroughprovideslanduseordinancesandzoning
thataffectwhereandhowresidentialandcommercialdevelopmentcanoccur
Additionaldevelopmentordinances suchasmeasurestominimizeclearcutting
offorestedareas toprotectnaturalvistas toprotecthistoriclandmarkscouldalso
beconsidered TheBoroughcanalsoevaluatethe existingsetbackrequirements
heightrestrictions imperviouscoverlimitations andFloorAreaRatios FAR to
ensurethatinfillprojectsorredevelopmentprojectscontinuetoprovideadequate
landandbufferstoprotectsepticsystemfunctions groundwaterrecharge
groundwaterquality reducestormwaterrunoff andprotectlocalwildlifehabitats
andneighborhoodsensitivefeatures Section210and37
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WellheadProtectionAreas TheNJDEPprovidesmappingofWellhead
ProtectionAreas WHPA toidentifyvitalwatersupplies Future developmentor
growthnearthesewellheadprotectionareas shouldbecarefully evaluatedto
ensurethatthewaterqualityandgroundwaterrechargeofthesecommunitywells
arenotdegraded Theprotectionofdesignatedwellheadareascanbesupported
bytheadoptionofalocalordinancethatrestrictscertainhighrisklanduses such
asgasolinestationsfrom impactingthesewells TheHighlandsRMP
recommendstheadoptionofwellheadprotectionordinancesandseveral
communitiesinNewJerseyhaveadoptedsuchanordinance Several
communitiesinNewJerseyhaveadoptedsuchanordinanceandthe Borough
shouldalsoconsideradoptingawellheadprotectionordinance Section311

GroundWaterQuality Homeowners shouldbeencouragedtoperiodicallytest
wellsandunderstandtheirwaterqualitytosafeguardtheirfamilyshealth
Varioustreatmentsystemsthatcanbeinstalledtoaddresscommonlydetected
contaminantssuchaselevatedlevelsofironorarsenic Annualtestingfornitrates
andpathogensandpossiblyvolatileorganiccompounds VOCs shouldalsobe
considered GiventherelianceofthemajorityoftheBoroughongroundwaterfor
drinkingwater wellheadzonesshouldbeprotectedfromimpairment including
actionsthatcouldcontaminateordegradethequalityofthegroundwater
Section210and314

GroundwaterRecharge TheBoroughcouldworkwiththeNJDEPandthe
UnitedWaterNewJerseytobetterassesscurrentgroundwaterrecharge
conditionsanddeterminewhetherexistinggroundwaterandstormwater
protectionsareadequate orwhetheradditionalzoningmeasuresareneeded to
protectpublicwells suchaslimitingimperviouscoverageorfloorarea ratios
withinwellheadprotectionareas Section312

SepticManagement ThemajorityoftheBoroughreliesonon siteseptic
systemsandpathogenshavebeendetectedinlocalstreams Onsitesepticsystems
needtobeproperlyconstructedandmaintained andseptictanksshouldbe
pumpedoutroutinely atleastonceverythreeyears TheNJDEPadoptednew
WaterQualityManagementPlan WQMP RulesinJuly2008thatrequire
municipalitiestoadopt SepticManagementPlansandrequiremandatoryseptic
maintenanceprograms possiblyviaanordinance Thereforetoprotectsurface
waterandgroundwatersupplies theBoroughshoulddevelopeducational
programsthatpromotetheroutinepumpoutsepticsystem tanksonathreeyear
cycle andprovideguidancetohomeownersinthepropermaintenanceand
inspectionofsepticsystems Guidanceforsepticsystemsandwellscanbe
disseminatedthroughbrochures atcommunityevents andviasponsored
educationalprograms SomeNewJerseycommunities withintheHighlandsand
thePinelandsareadoptingsepticmanagementprogramsthatrequirealicense a
limitedfee andproofthattheseptictankispumpedouteverythreeyears
Section210and314
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SurfaceWaterResources Twentystreams lakesandpondsarepresentinthe
Borough andvaluedbytheresidents In2006 theBoroughacquiredtheHaledon
Reservoir ThewaterqualityoftheBoroughsstreamsandopenwatersarebest
protectedthroughtheimplementationandstrictadherencetotherequirementsfor
stormwatermanagementdetailedintheStatesstormwatermanagement
regulationsandin theBoroughsMunicipalStormwaterManagementPlan
MSWMP andOrdinance Theacquisitionandprotectionofstreamcorridors

riparianzonesorwetlandsintheformofpreservedopenspaceorthrough
conservationeasements couldalsobeconsidered Section318 319 and320

TheHaledonReservoirAdvisoryCommitteeoutlinedmeasurestoo
removedebris fromthewoodedareas improvesafetyconcernsand
pedestrianaccess
Damsarepresentoneachoftheselakes andarerequiredbytheNJDEPo
DamSafetyrulestobeinspectedandmaintainedNewJerseyDam
SafetyStandards TheEnvironmental Commissioninitiatedan
inventoryofthesedams NJAC 720
http wwwstatenjusdepnhrengineeringdamsafetystandardpdf

TheNJDEPhasreportedthatHohokusBrookandPondBrookareo
impairedbypathogens fecalcoliforms andthe communityshouldwork
toassesssourcesoftheseimpairmentsandreducetheseloadings
TheBorough hasparticipatedwiththeGeesePeaceorganizationtoo
obtain trainingtechniquestohumanlyreduceCanadageesepopulations
and lessentheimpactthegeesehave onwaterresourcesandparklands
Thiswillhelptoaddresssomeofthepathogenimpacts
Lakeorpondmanagementeducationalprogramscouldalsobeo
sponsoredinthecommunity Througheducation preservationand
improved managementofriparianzones improvementscanberealized
forstreamquality andthebiological integrityofstreamecosystems
includingadjacent riparianzonesandwetlands

StormwaterManagement In2004 theNJDEPStormwaterrules required
municipalitiestoadoptastormwatermanagementplanandavarietyof
ordinancesthataddress stormwatercontrolsfornewdevelopments pet waste
litteranddumpingcontrols yardwaste wildlifefeeding andillicitconnections
Inaddition thecommunitymustensureappropriatestormwatermaintenance
recordandmonitorstormwateroutfalls andprovidepubliceducationon
stormwaterpollutionissues TheBoroughhassubmittedannualreportstothe
NJDEPdocumentingtheir compliancewiththesevariousmeasures Section
211 319 and320

TheBoroughcouldconsidermodifyingtheStormwaterPlanando
Ordinancetoaddressmorestrictcontrols forredevelopmentprojects The
currentordinanceaddressesnewdevelopment andmanyredevelopment
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projectswillbeexemptfromimplementingsignificantstormwater
managementcontrols
TheBoroughcouldconsiderreducingfertilizer applicationsonparklandino
ordertoreducethepotential forrunoff impactstolocalsurfacewaters
IftheBoroughidentifies impactstostreamsandwaterqualityfromo
existingdevelopment theseareasandstormwaterinfrastructurecanbe
includedonaMunicipalStormwaterMitigationList Developinga
StormwaterMitigationListisavoluntaryaction butthisMitigationList
canidentifyopportunitiestoimprovestormwatermanagementandwater
qualitythatcaninclude stormwatermanagementupgrades catchbasin
retrofitsandnewinstallations improvedrecharge peakflow mitigation
pollutant reduction andstreambankrestoration NJAC 7851 New
developmentprojectsorredevelopmentprojectscouldassist inaddressing
thesepotentialstormwaterBMPupgradesorretrofitopportunities as
conditionsofapprovingavarianceorwaiverofcomplyingwithinthe
stormwaterregulationsandordinance
Wherefeasible stormwaterBMPsthatencouragegroundwaterrechargeo
andminimizethevolumeofstormwater runoffshouldbepromoted
includingtheuseofonsite systemssuchasraingardensandroof top
runoffconnectionstodrywells Section211

OpenSpacePreservation TheBoroughhaspreserved374acresoflandand
openwaters Inventoriesofthenaturalfloraandfaunawereconductedoncertain
parcelsin1974andareproposedtobeupdatedintheCommunityForestPlan
Criticalhabitat forthreatenedandendangeredspeciesarepresentonsomeof
theseparcels andunderstandingthisinformationcanleadtoimprove
stewardship improvedmanagementoftheseresourcesandimprovedhabitat for
theserarespecies Section322

TheinformationpresentedinthemapofEnvironmentallySensitiveLandso
orconstrainedland canhelptoidentifyandprioritize additionalland
acquisitionforthepurposeofpreservingandorprotectingwildlife
habitats significantenvironmental andscenicresources waterandwater
quality Parcelsdesignatedassensitivetodisturbanceordevelopment
shouldbeprioritizedandsetasideforpassiverecreationandhabitat
preservation Attentionshouldalsobegiven toparcelslocatedwithinor
adjacenttothemoredevelopedsectorsoftheBoroughtoservethelocal
residents These openspaceacquisitionscouldbeusedtomeetboththe
passiveandactiverecreationdemandsofthecommunity
Priorto1950 the historyoftheBoroughincludedavibrantfarmingo
community Todayonly20acresoffarmlandremain Preservingthe
remainingfarmlandswouldservetopreservethishistoryandprotect
groundwaterrechargeforthepublicwells
BasedontheNJDEPGreenAcresdatafromNovember2008 28ofthe70o
communitiesinBergenCountyprovideanopenspacetaxprogram
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GreenwayPlan Within theBorough nearly1200acresofundevelopedforest
andwetlandsremain Muchoftheselandsarelocatedwithintheregulated
riparianzoneforthestreamsandalongtheridgesandsteepslopes TheBorough
couldconsider formallyadoptingaGreenwayPlanthatencouragesadditional
connectionandlinkageofopenspaceandparklandsthroughout theBorough
Conservationeasementsshouldcontinue tobeacquiredincludingareasalong
streamriparianzones the100yearfloodplain wetland andwetlandtransition
areas stateopenwaters steepslopes andothersignificantnaturaland
environmentalfeatures TheGreenwayPlancouldprovideadditionalpublic
accessviapassivehikingtrailswhereappropriate Section17and322

PedestrianPathsandBikeways TheBoroughrecognizesthe importanceof
pedestrianpathsandbikewaysforbothrecreationalandalternativetransportation
uses Increasedemphasiscould beplacedonmakingtheexistingandfuture
commercialareasmoreaccessiblebysafepedestrianpaths Inaddition bicycle
rackscouldbeprovidedinshoppingareas libraryandallrecreationalareas
WhenapplicationsforfuturedevelopmentprojectsaresubmittedtotheBorough
forreview providerecommendationsthattheconnectionofsafepedestrianpaths
andbikewaysbe incorporated intothe plans Section23 25 and322

EasementDocumentation TheBoroughhascreatedadigitaldatabaseofsome
oftheexistingconservationeasementsAdditionaleffortsshouldcontinuein
ordertodevelopandimplementacomprehensiveplantoidentify andcatalogthe
locationofeachconservationeasementwithintheBorough Effortsshouldbe
takentoincorporateaninventoryofexistingeasementsintoGISmapping Inthe
upcomingyears theBoroughcouldperformbaselineinspections ofthese
conservationeasementsandroutineinspectionsintheyearstocome toensure
theseareasarenotillegallyalteredorencroachedupon Section322

CommunityForestPlans The1974ERIincludedadetailedinventoryofthe
floraandfaunaonseveralparcels includingthe dominantforesttypeandwildlife
habitatsontheseparcels Criticalhabitatforthreatenedandendangeredspecies
arepresentonsomeoftheseparcels andunderstanding thisinformationcanlead
toimprovestewardship improvedmanagementoftheseresourcesandimproved
habitatfortheserarespecies Thedatafromthe1974ERIshouldbereferenced
andincorporatedintoanyfutureCommunityForestryPlanorforest inventory
Section323and326

EnvironmentallySensitiveAreas Acomposite ofvariousenvironmentalGIS
datalayerswascompletedfortheBoroughidentifyingparcelswherefuture
developmentmaybeconstrainedbythepresenceofenvironmentallysensitive
resourcesandregulationsandpoliciesthatprotectthesesensitiveresources The
constraintsmayincludeareasincludingthe100yearfloodhazardzones
wetlands riparianzones openspace steepslopes wellheadprotectionareas and
wildlifehabitatforthreatenedorendangeredspecies Resources locatedwithin
theseareasareespeciallyvulnerabletolanddisturbanceanddevelopment
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activities TheBoroughcanconsider landuseregulationsthatwilllimit
developmentorrequiretheimplementationofadditionalsafeguardswhen
developmentactivitiesareproposedinareasidentifiedasenvironmentally
sensitiveorconstrainedlands Section 17 25and327

ProtectionofScenicViewsPreservingscenicresourceswasidentifiedasagoal
inthe1999HistoricInventoryReportprepared fortheBorough Theseareas
includedscenicvistasfrom highridges vistasoflakes ponds wetlandsand
forestedareas Preservingscenicviewscanincluderestrictionson celltowers
watertowers utilitylines billboards andbuildingheightswithintheseareas
Thepreservationofscenicviewscanalsoincludeencouragingconservation
easementsortheacquisitionoflands Inordertosupportthepreservationoflocal
scenicviews thecommunitycanalsosponsoractivitiessuchascommunity
walks andphotographcontests andencouragevoluntaryprotectionmeasures
Section25 38

HistoricPreservation TheBoroughshouldcontinuetopreservehistoricand
culturalresources andconsiderthecreationofahistoricdistrictareatobe
consistentwiththeguidelinesprovidedbytheNewJerseyHistoricPreservation
Office TheBoroughshouldcreateaninventoryandphotodocumentationof
eachhistoricpropertythatiseligibletoberegisteredontheStateHistoric
Registry Thisinventorysurveyshouldbeperiodicallyupdatedtoreflectthe
changesthathave occurredwithintheBorough Ifahistoricdistrictisadopted
theBoroughcanconsiderordinancestoensure thatfuturedevelopmentwillnot
bethreatenedordisturbtheintegrityofthehistoric landmarksordistrict Section
328

IncreaseRecycling Efforts TheNJState LeagueofMunicipalities NJSLOM
reportsthatNew Jerseyachieveda45 recycling rateformunicipalsolidwaste
MSW in1995 and61 recyclingratefor totalsolidwaste TSW in1997

However recyclingratesinNewJerseyhavedeclined andin2003New Jersey
recycled 33 ofMSWand52 ofTSW Statefundingformunicipalities may
becomeavailableforrecyclingenhancementprogramsthatinclude purchaseof
recyclingcontainers maintenanceofamunicipaldropoffcenter managementof
amunicipalcompostsite householdhazardouswasteevents costsrelatedto
educationandoutreachforthemunicipal recyclingprogram orforthe
enhancementenforcementofthe localrecyclingordinanceSection17and23

TheBoroughcouldcontinuetosponsorcommunitycleanupdays whicho
werewellsupportedbythecommunity
MembersoftheECarereviewingthe Borough swasteandrecyclingo
program andordinancestoensurethatthesolidwasterecycling
ordinanceconformstothenewregulationsregardingelectronicwaste
recyclingthatgointoeffectonJuly 1 2009 TheBoroughofficials are
reviewingthecurrentrecyclingprogramandevaluating measuresto
increase theefficiencyoftheprogram expandtherecyclingservicesthat
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areoffered increasetheparticipation andincreasethevolumeof
materialsrecycled
Increasingrecyclingeffortsatthemunicipalofficesandlocalschoolso
couldbeevaluated
Requiringredevelopmentorinfillprojects tofollowLEEDcertificationo
guidance wouldalsocompeltherecyclingofdemolitionmaterialsfrom
theseprojects reducingthesolidwastethatwouldgotoalandfill

FutureDevelopmentandRedevelopment Futureappropriatedevelopment
andredevelopmentshouldbeimplemented inamannerthat issensitiveto1 the
historicnatureofthe community 2 mindfuloftheimportantwatersupplywells
andwellheadprotectionareas 3 sensitivetothevariouswaterwaysand
environmentalconstraintswithintheBorough 4 sensitivetocriticalwildlife
habitats and5 mindfulofacommunitydesiretoprotectandmaintainthese
resources intothefuture Policiesandordinancesshouldbecreatedtoensure
futureredevelopmentoccursinanappropriatemanner Section17 23 and
327

GreenBuildingandDevelopment In2008 thatstateofNewJerseyamended
theMunicipalLandUseLaw MLUL toauthorizealocalplanning boardto
includeinitsMasterPlanagreenbuildingsandenvironmentalsustainabilityplan
element MLUL4055D28 15 Greenbuildingconstructionpracticeswere
alsoinsertedintotheState UniformConstructionCodeAct UCC Green
buildingsaredesignedtominimizethenegativeimpactofbuildingsonthe
environmentandtheiroccupantsandmayconsiderfivebroad areasincluding
sustainablesiteplanning safeguardingwaterandwaterefficiency energy
efficiencyandrenewableenergy conservationofmaterialsandresources and
indoorenvironmentalquality Theconceptofgreendevelopmentincorporates
environmentalconcernsearly inthesitedesignprocess andaddresses
environmentalissuesholisticallytointegratedsystems suchasstormwater
measuresandlandscapingdesigns TheamendmenttotheMLULencourages
townstoadoptplansandordinancesthatencourageandfacilitate greenbuilding
projects Section17and23

EnergyPlanning Energy planningisnotaddressedinthisERI butthe
BoroughcouldjoinseveralNewJerseycommunitiesthatareundertakingefforts
toaudittheirenergyusesformunicipalbuildings firestations schools senior
centersandlibraries Communitiesareidentifyingmeasuressuch asswitchingto
energyefficientfluorescentlights andimprovingwinterizingwindowsanddoors
Somecommunitiesareincorporatingsolarenergyprojectsintopublicbuildings
evaluatingtheuseofrenewableenergyproviders andincorporatingbiodieselfor
municipaldieselvehicles TheBoroughcouldconsidersimilareffortstoreduce
itscarbonfootprint be moreenergyefficientandrealizecostsavings

Anenergyauditofallfacilitiesownedandoperatedbyamunicipalitywillreveal
annualenergyuseandcostsassociatedwithparticularbuildingsandfacilities
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costsofsuggestedimprovements potential energyandcostsavings andthe
lengthoftimethatwillbeneededtorecoupimprovementcosts
Recommendationsinanauditcanrangefromimprovedenergydatamanagement
toappropriateenergy savingtechnologies tostructuralimprovementsandsystem
retrofits tobehaviorchangestrategiesforenergy conservation Section17 23
and33

FundingforconductinganenergyauditisavailablethroughTheNewJersey
BoardofPublicUtilities OfficeofCleanEnergy BPU MunicipalLocal
GovernmentEnergyAuditProgram http wwwnjcleanenergycomcommercial
industrialprogramslocalgovernmentenergyaudit localgovernment energy
audit

AMunicipalCarbonFootprint TheNJDEPOfficeofScienceand
TechnologyJanuary2008reportongreenhousegasemissionsreports thatCO2
emissionsareincreasingprimarily fromfossil fueluse andlandusechanges
provideothersignificantcontributions CompletingaMunicipalCarbonFootprint
providesaninventoryoftheGHGemissionsfrompotentialsourcessuchas
municipalfacilities fleet andoperations TheCarbonFootprintmeasuresthe
amountofgreenhousegas GHG emissionsproducedbylocalgovernment
operationsinagivenyear Datafromtheenergyauditcanassist inthecreationof
theCarbonFootprintandpoliciescanthenbeevaluatedtoreducethemunicipal
greenhousegasemissions Thefootprintwillalsoenableamunicipalitytotrack
itsprogressanddetermineifnewpoliciesarehavinganimpact Section17 23
and33

HighlandsRegion TheBoroughislocatedoutsideofthe HighlandsRegion and
theHighlandrulesandregulationsdonotapplydirectly totheBorough However
planningpolicieswithintheJuly2008HighlandRegionalMasterPlancouldbe
consideredforadoptionfortheBorough suchasthe wellheadprotectionordinance
Section28

TheHighlandsWaterProtectionandPlanningAct HighlandsActo
HWPPANJSA 13201etseq wassignedintolawinAugust2004to
preserveopenspaceandprotectthestatesgreatestdiversityofnatural
resourcesincludingthevitaldrinkingwaterresources inthisregion
TheHighlandsActandRegulationscreatedtheHighlandsWatero
ProtectionandPlanningCouncil theHighlandsCouncil andestablished
twodistinctdevelopmentzones theHighlandsPreservationAreaandthe
HighlandsPlanningArea ItalsorequiredtheHighlandCouncilto
developtheHighlandRegionalMasterPlan RMP fortheentire region
whichwasadoptedin July2008 DevelopmentintheHighlandsRegionis
subjecttotheserules withregionalstandards tobeimplementedthrough
theHighlandsRegionalMasterPlan RMP TheRMPcontainsvarious
planninganddevelopmentpoliciesthattheBoroughcouldalsoconsider
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KeepthePublicInvolved Itisimportanttocultivateasenseofcommunity
identityandpride soresidentsknowwhytheircommunityisspecial Educatethe
communitythroughnews articles specialhikes andworkshopstoenergizetheir
interestandinputonlocalplanningissuesandsomeoftherecommendations
outlinedinthisreport Increasingtheunderstandingofyourcommunityresources
willpromotemoreresponsibleuseandpreservation Section17and23

PreparedbyPrincetonHydro LLC 25Project 949001documentsERI


