The Monarch Butterfly Project

Did you know?
The Monarch Butterfly population has declined 90% over the past 20 years. 4
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1) Climate Change: Monarchs are very sensitive to temperature change and weather
conditions. In addition, a changing climate also alters the availability of summer
habitats and overwintering sanctuaries in Mexico.

2) Loss of habitat: The development of rural areas is causing a decrease in the open
spaces where milkweed once thrived.

3) Increased use of herbicides and pesticides: Bug and weed killers don't

discriminate. They kill everything in their path, including beneficial insects, pollinators
and host plants.

What can we do?

PLANT MILKWEED and NECTAR PRODUCING PLANTS

Milkweed and flowering plants are key to a Monarch Butterfly’s survival.

Milkweed is an essential requirement to the Monarch Butterfly’s survival because. ..

1) A Monarch Butterfly will only lay its eggs on the leaves of a milkweed plant.

2) Milkweed is also the only plant that a monarch caterpillar will eat.

3) The milkweed’s white, milky sap is toxic to its predators. This sap is not harmful
to the caterpillar, but if an animal were to eat the caterpillar or the adult Monarch
Butterfly, the animal would become sick.
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What do you need to plant?

When planting milkweed, please plant NATIVE milkweed ONLY ! Franklin Lakes, NJ
is located in the Northeast Region of the US, as a result only the following types of
NATIVE milkweed should be planted in our area:

1) Common Milkweed
2) Swamp Milkweed
3) Butterfly Milkweed
4) Poke Milkweed

In addition, the Adult Monarch Butterfly is a POLLINATER,; Therefore flowering plants
should be planted in your butterfly garden as well because these plants will provide the
nectar or food source for the Adult Monarch Butterfly.
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